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INTRODUCTION
v
As th e  second h a lf  o f  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu r y  began, th e  i n i t i a l  s e t t l e ­
ment and e sta b lish m en t o f  government In  n o rth ern  G enesee County was 
b ein g  com p leted . T h is s l i g h t l y  r o l l i n g ,  m oderately  tim bered r e g io n  
had o r ig in a l ly  been con sid ered  p a r t o f  Grand Blanc tow nship from 1833 
to  1836. In  th e  l a t t e r  year th e  n orth ern  area  o f  th e  county was made 
p a rt o f F l in t  Township. G enesee and F lu sh in g  tow nships were organ ized  
on March 6 , 1838. These two tow nships bordered on one another u n t i l  
Mt. M orris Township, th e  f i n a l  tow nship t o  b e  e s ta b lis h e d  in  north ern  
G enesee County was crea ted  in  February, 1855. F lu sh in g  and Genesee 
tow nsh ips had d iv id ed  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  fo r  th e  government o f  th e  area  
w hich e v e n tu a lly  became Mt. M orris tow nship .*
The n e ig h b o rin g  tow nships o f  Mt. M orris and Genesee took  th e ir  
names from p la c e s  in  w estern  New York S t a t e ,  where many o f  th e  a r e a 's  
s e t t l e r s  had l iv e d  p r io r  to  th e ir  m igra tion  w est. The boundry l i n e  
o f  th e s e  two tow nships passed  through a  sm all se tt le m e n t known a s  
Dover. Two y ea rs  l a t e r ,  in  1 8 5 7 , t h i s  se ttlem en t was surveyed , and 
p re lim in a ry  o p e r a tio n s  were begun to  accomodate th e  c o n s tr u c tio n  o f th e  
F l in t  and P ere  M arquette R ailw ay, th a t  would e v e n tu a lly  p ass through  
th e  a r e a . T his ra ilw a y  a c t i v i t y  spurred th e  se tt le m e n t growth to  a 
p o in t ,  th a t  community members req u ested  v i l l a g e  s ta tu s  from th e  s t a t e  
l e g i s la t u r e  ten  y ea rs  l a t e r .  The newly incorporated  v i l l a g e  decided  
upon th e  name o f Mt. M orris t o  r e p la c e  th e  p rev iou s name o f D o v e r . 2
Few th in g s  rem ain In th e  p r e se n t c i t y  o f  Mt. M orris-t o  remind 
v i s i t o r s  o f th e  r e g io n ’ s  h e r it a g e .  Many o f  th e  d a ted  homes have been  
m odernized w ith  f a l s e - b r i c k  fr o n t s  and p ro tru d in g  aw nin gs. A s t r e e t  
in  th e  c i t y  b ears th e  name o f  Dover, but few  r e s id e n t s  know th e  rea so n  
why. In  th e  Mt. M orris b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t  th e  t e l l t a l e  19th  cen tu ry  
b r ic k  work has been covered  by aluminum s id in g .
Only s u b t le  h in t s  e x i s t  to  show th a t  t h e  p a s t  h o ld s  a d eg ree  o f  
s ig n i f i c a n c e  fo r  some l o c a l  r e s id e n t s .  A few  y ea rs  a g o , an o u ter  w a ll  
on a lo c a l  b u s in e ss  was d ecora ted  w ith  a c o l la g e  o f  c h a r a c te r s  and 
ev en ts  from A m erica’ s p a s t .  About h a lf  a m i le  to  th e  sou th  i s  an oth er  
w a ll p a in t in g , lo c a te d  on th e  aud itorium  w a ll  a t  S t .  Mary’s  C a th o lic  
S ch o o l, and i t  h in t s  a t  some lo c a l  h is to r y  1 T h ere  in  s t r ik in g  green
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l e t t e r s ,  s ta n d in g  s e v e r a l  f e e t  h ig h , I s  th e  m essage th a t  S t .  Mary’ s  
i s  th e  home o f  th e  ’’Sham rocks.” The in s c r ip t io n  and th e  g reen  shamrock - 
p a in ted  near i t  s e r v e  a s  a rem inder o f  a  day when t h i s  Mt. M orris C a th o lic  
p a r ish  had th e  I r i s h  a s  i t s  dom inat group.
T h is paper i s  a stu d y  o f  th e s e  I r is h - C a t h o l ic s  and t h e ir  r o le  
in  th e  developm ent o f  t h i s  19 th  cen tu ry  M ichigan p a r is h  and community.
The paper w i l l  c o n s id e r  th e  econom ic, s o c i a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  v a r ia n c e s  
between t h i s  group and o th er  e th n ic  and r e l i g io u s  f a c t io n s  w hich com prised  
th e  Mt. M orris and G enesee a r e a . I t  w i l l  a l s o  fo c u s  on th e  e s t a b l i s h ­
ment o f  th e  s e t t le m e n t  p a t te r n s  e x h ib ite d  by th e  I r is h - C a t h o l ic s  in  th e  
two tow nship  a r e a .
In  an attem p t to  I s o l a t e  th e  C a th o lic s  JLn th e  community, I  sought 
church rec o r d s  which would g iv e  a l i s t  o f  p a r ish io n e r s  in  th e  e a r ly  
y ea rs  o f  S t .  M ary's. I  found th a t  th e s e  reco rd s  do n o t e x i s t .  Through
th e  g r a c io u s  h e lp  o f S i s t e r  Thomas Mary o f  S t .  Mary’ s School and M iss 
H elen B urns, th e  s e c r e ta r y  a t  the p a r ish  r e c to r y , 1 r e c e iv e d  a c c e s s  to  
S t .  Mary’ s  b a p tism a l reco rd s  from 1870 to  1900 . T h ese r e c o r d s  In c lu d ed  
th e  names o f  c h i ld r e n , p a r e n ts , and g o d p a ren ts . By u s in g  th e  b a p tism a l 
r e c o r d s , I  was a b le  to  com p lete  a l i s t  o f  known p a r is h io n e r s . T h is  
l i s t ,  how ever, i s  l im ite d  to  th o se  members o f  t h e  co n g reg a tio n  who were  
in v o lv ed  in  a baptism  during th e  l a s t  th r e e  d eca d es o f  th e  19 th  c e n tu r y .
To make t h i s  l i s t  more e x t e n s iv e ,  I  tr a c ed  th o se  known C a th o lic s  in  
th e  1850 and 1860 cen su s reco rd s  and added to  my p a r is h  l i s t s  fa m ily  
members o f  th o se  a lr ea d y  id e n t i f i e d  by b a p tism a l in fo rm a tio n . Thus, 
a number o f  p e o p le  were added to  th e  l i s t  o f  C a th o lic s  by t h i s  a s s o c ia t io n ,  
ra th er  .than a c tu a l  known church p a r t ic ip a t io n .  I t  sh ou ld  be u n d erstood  
th a t  th e  s t a t i s t i c s  p e r ta in in g  to  I r is h - C a t h o l ic s  in  t h i s  stu d y  a r e  
c o n s e r v a t iv e  s in c e  th e  e n t ir e  co n g reg a tio n  was propably  n o t i d e n t i f i e d .  -
Another problem  fa ced  in  r e se a r c h in g  th e  community in v o lv ed  th e  
c e n su s  d a ta . 1 was dependent upon th e  c en su s  fo r  th e  bu lk  o f  my m a t e r ia l .  
B ecause o f  th e  b r e v ity  o f  th e  cen su s  m a te r ia l ,  and i s  some c a s e s  th e  
com p lete  o m issio n  o f in fo rm a tio n , c o n c lu s io n s  w ere , a t  t im e s , based  
on l im ite d  d a ta .
D e sp ite  th e s e  l i m i t a t io n s ,  th e  m a te r ia l was more than s u f f i c i e n t  
to  g a in  in s ig h t  in to  th e  r e la t io n s h ip s  o f  th e  I r is h - C a t h o l ic  in  th e  
developm ent o f  a community, b oth  r e l i g io u s  and c i v i l .  A lthough t h i s  i s  
a stud y o f  a l im ite d  number o f  p e o p le  in  a  l im it e d  geograp h ic  r e g io n ,  
my in t e n t io n  i s  to  g a in  a deeper u n d erstan d ing  o f  I r is h - C a t h o l ic s  in  
A m erica 's p a s t .  H is to r ia n  Bay A lle n  B i l l ln g t o n  su g g e ste d  in  a r e c e n t  
a r t i c l e ,  ” . . . l o c a l  h is to r y  i s  n o t r e a l l y  l o c a l  h is t o r y  a t  a l l ;  in s te a d
i t  v iew s th e  u n iv e r s a l i t y  o f th e  human e x p e r ie n c e  through th e  t in y  le n s  
of a s in g le  com m unity.”-*
Roman C a th o lic  s e t t l e r s  o f G enesee County in  th e  1330*s had 
th e ir  s p ir i t u a l  needs tended by p r ie s t s  who worked th e  m iss io n a ry  
c ir c u i t  from D e tr o it  to  S a u lt S te .  M arie. These C a th o lic s  would w a it  
fo r  th e  p e r io d ic  v i s i t s  o f Father M artin Kendigan, Father C u llen , or  
Father Lawrence K ilro y .^  As th e  C a th o lic  p o p u la tio n  in  th e  area  
in c r e a se d , p la n s were put in to  m otion fo r  th e  co u n ty ’ s f i r s t  Roman 
C ath o lic  Church. In 1846 S t . M ich ael’ s o f F l in t  was c o n str u c ted  to  
serv e  th e  needs o f th e  growing C a th o lic  community.5
Through th e  1850’ s  and 1860’s  C a th o lic  r e s id e n ts  s e v e r a l  m ile s  
north  o f F l in t  in crea sed  in  number. P lan s to  e s t a b l i s h  a m iss io n a ry  
p a r ish  in  th e  area  o f Mt. M orris were s ta r te d . A p a r ish  in  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
would mean th a t area C a th o lic s  could  avo id  th e  arduous ta s k  o f  t r a v e lin g  
to  a tten d  s e r v ic e s  in  F l in t .  In 1865 a number o f  f a m il ie s  p e t it io n e d  
Bishop P eter  Paul LeFevre, o f th e  d io c e s e  o f  D e tr o it ,  to  c o n s tr u c t  
a church to  serv e  th e  growing needs o f  th e  p eo p le  o f th e  Mt. M orris
area . F ive  men journeyed to  D e tr o it  to  d is c u s s  th e  m atter w ith  th e
£
bishop f ir s th a n d .
When p erm ission  fo r  th e  new church was granted by th e  b ish o p , 
C hristopher Hughes donated s ix  a cres  o f land fo r  th e  p r o je c t .  Hughes’ 
donation  was lo c a te d  a lon g  th e  plank road running sou th  from Mt. M orris 
toward F l in t .  Hughes d esig n a ted  th a t th re e  a cres  o f land w ere t o  be 
used fo r  th e  church and parsonage, and th ree  a c re s  were to  be s e t  ‘a s id e  
as a b u r ia l g r o u n d .  ̂ A June, 1868, l e t t e r  from a c i t i z e n  o f  Mt. M orris 
to  th e  e d ito r s  o f a F l in t  newspaper, The W olverine C it iz e n , d escr ib ed  t h e
church then under c o n s tr u c tio n  a s ,  "a b e a u t ifu l  one, s ta n d in g  a s  i t  
does upon h igh  ground, commanding a f in e  v iew  o f th e  surrounding  
c o u n tr y .”® The f in a l  c o s t  o f th e  w h ite , wood frame church was $2 , 7 0 0 . 9  
C ontrib u tors to  th e  c o n s tr u c t io n  fund were l i s t e d  a s  fo l lo w s :  Andrew
C o s t e l lo ,  C hristopher D aly , James Gahan, M ichael Hughes, Edward Hughes, 
N ich o la s  C ashin, Robert FurgeSon, Frank O’Hare, John R. Benson, W illiam  
A dderly, Lawrence O’B rien , and M ichael S h e r i d a n . T h e  d e d ic a t io n  o f  
th e  com pleted s tr u c tu r e  took  p la c e  on Sunday, September 20 , 1868. A 
rep o rt in  th e  ( F l in t )  W olverine C it iz e n  o ffe r e d  th e  fo llo w in g  account 
o f th e  ceremony:
The d e d ic a tio n  o f th e  new C a th o lic  Church in  t h i s  
v i l l a g e ,  under th e  in v o c a tio n  o f  Mary o f th e  Seven D o lo r es , 
on Sunday th e  20 th , was indeed a very  im p ressiv e  and w i l l  
long  be remember by th e  community o f  Mount M orris. The 
Rev..M r. DeCeuninck, o f your c i t y ,  performed th e  ceremony 
w ith  th e  grace and composure p e c u lia r  to  h im se lf , w hich never  
f a i l s  to  in s p ir e  th o se  r e l ig io u s  f e e l in g s  w ith  e d i f i c a t io n  
i s  sure to  communicate. At lÔ s o ’c lo c k  A.M. th e  ceremony 
o f d e d ic a tio n  w ith  th e  u su a l s e r v ic e s  o f  th e  C a th o lic  Church 
were perform ed, a f t e r  which th e  Reverend gentlem an ascended  
to  th e  a l t a r ,  and d e liv e r e d  a f o r c ib le  appeal to  th e  under­
stan d ing  and th e  h e a r t . He chose fo r  h is  t e x t  th a t p a rt o f  
Solomon where i t  i s  s a id : ’’And th e  lord  appeared to  him
th a t n ig h t ,  and s a id .  I have heard thy p ra y ers ."  The Rev. 
speaker then sa id :  "In l i s t e n in g  to  th e  words I have j u s t
spoken, you cannot f a i l  to  rec o g n iz e  how s tr ik in g  th e  
resem blence in  many ways between th e  scene d e p ic te d  in  th e  
Holy W rit, and th e  sen se  o f which we a re  here today th e  
p r iv ile g e d  w itn e s se s ."  . . . He  concluded by c o n g r a tu la t in g  
th e  co n g regation  o f Mount M orris upon th e  com p letion  o f  th e  
holy  work which th ey  had been engaged in  fo r  th e  p a s t  y ea r , 
praying th a t i t  may b e*to  them and th e ir  c h ild r e n  th e  v ery  
Kingdom o f  H e a v en ...
Father DeCeuninck oversaw th e  care o f  th e  p a r ish  fo r  th e  n ex t two 
y e a r s . Ih  1869 th e  con g reg a tio n  again  p e t it io n e d  Bishop L eFevre. T h is  
tim e th ey  sought th e  appointm ent o f a p r ie s t  to  permanent r e s id e n c e  
in  th e  p a r is h . B ishop L eFevre’ s death d elayed  a c t io n . A fte r  th e  p eo p le
of  S t .  M ary’ s p e t i t i o n e d  a g a i n ,  i n  1370,  B i s h o p  C a s p e r  H. B o r g e s s  named 
Reverend  F a t h e r  C a n t e r s  a s  t h e  f i r s t  p a s t o r .  I n  t h e  y e a r  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  
a p p o i n t m e n t ,  F a t h e r  C a n t e r s  had been  an  a s s i s t a n t  t o  R eve re nd  J .  H.
S c h u t i e s  i n  Bay C i t y . 12 The new p r i e s t  was s a i d  t o  be "young  and  e n e r g e t i c "  
T hese  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  seems e s s e n t i a l  s i n c e  h i s  new d u t i e s  w ere  q u i t e  
e x t e n s i v e .  H is  a s s i g n m e n t  i n c l u d e d  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  S t .  M ary ’ s ,  s e r v i n g  
t h e  c h u r c h  a t  County L i n e  ( B i r c h  Run) named S a c r e d  H e a r t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
m i s s i o n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  Caro .
I n  S ep tem ber  o f  1870,  F a t h e r  C a n t e r s  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  M t . M o r r i s  
a r e a  t o  s e e k  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a  p a r s o n a g e  on p a r i s h  
g ro u n d s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  D ur ing  h i s  s o l i c i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  
a r e a ,  he  s e c u r e d  p l e d g e s  f o r  $ 1 ,3 0 0  f rom  l o c a l  p a r i s h i o n e r s .  C o n s t r u c ­
t i o n  began  im m e d i a t e l y  by men named Look and  Roods .  The f i n a l  c o s t  
o f  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  f u r n i t u r e ,  came t o  a b o u t  $ 1 , 6 0 0 . ^
The f i r s t  b a p t i s m  by a  r e s i d e n t  p r i e s t  a t  S t .  M ary ’ s t o o k  p l a c e  
on O c to b e r  16, 1870.  E l i z a b e t h  Ann McNamera, t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  J o h n  and 
Anna (Abbot)  McNamera, became t h e  f i r s t  o f  many who would add t o  t h e  
s i z e  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  Mt.  M o r r i s .  The number o f  b a p t i s m s  f l u c t u a t e d  
from 14 I n  1898 t o  37 i n  1879.  T h e re  w ere  653 b a p t i s m s  r e c o r d e d  a t  
S t .  Mary’ s from 1870 t o  1900.  The e a r l y  t o t a l s  o f  b a p t i s m s  f o r  t h e  
l a s t  t h r e e  d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s : * ^
1870 -  12 1880 - 26 1890 - 28
1871 -  17 1881 - 25 1391 - 21
1872 -  18 1882 - 22 1892 - 17
1873 -  30 1833 - * 1893 - 25
1874 -  30 1884 - 10* 1894 - 20
1875 -  26 1385 — 20 1395 - 21
1876 -  22 1886 - 26 1896 - 22
1877 -  22 1887 - 16 1397 - 30
1878 -  30 1888 - 29 1898 - 14
1879 -  37 1889 - 15 1S99 - 22
* i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  r e c o r d s  were  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  o r  may be  i n c o m p l e t e
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A number o f  men would be  a p p o i n t e d  p a s t o r  o f  t h i s  g ro w in g  c o n g r e g a t i o n  
o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  1370 t o  1900 .  F o l l o w i n g  F a t h e r  C a n t e r s  who l e f t  t h e  
p a r i s h  i n  1872,  was F a t h e r  G. R. G i r a r d  who r e m a in e d  p a s t o r  f o r  t h e  
n e x t  s i x  y e a r s .  I n  1873 F a t h e r  Emil  M. D e k i e r e ,  a g e  37 and a n a t i v e  o f  
B e lg iu m ,  was a s s i g n e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  S t .  M ary1s .
F a t h e r  D e k i e r e  was a l i n g u i s t ,  r e p o r t e d  t o  be f l u e n t  i n  22 l a n g u a g e s .
The Reverend  D e k i e r e  c l a im e d  t h a t  h e  o n l y  n eed e d  t h e  u s e  o f  one l a n g u a g e  
w h i l e  he was a t  work i n  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  Mount M o r r i s .  " T h a t " ,  he  s a i d ,
"was I r i s h ” . 16
F a t h e r  D a n ie l  P .  Coyle  a r r i v e d  i n  1884 .  The new p a s t o r  t o o k  a 
h a r d  l i n e  on d r i n k i n g  and made a n  o c c a s i o n a l  v i s i t  t o  t h e  l o c a l  t a v e r n s  
t o  r o u s e  t h e  l e s s - t e m p e r a n t  members o f  h i s  f l o c k .  H is  c l e r i c a l  h a t  
f o r e w a r n e d  many o f  h i s  a p p r o a c h ,  and t h o s e  who f a i l e d  t o  n o t i c e  i t  would  
s oon  be  s e n t  s c u r r y i n g  f o r  t h e  b a c k  d o o r ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
C a t h o l i c  p a t r o n s ,  when h i s  w a lk i n g  c a n e  came t o  r e s t  s t e r n l y  on t h e  
s a l o o n  d o o r s . ^  F a t h e r  Coy le  was s u c c e e d e d  by F a t h e r  L o u i s  J .  Van 
S t r a e l e n  i n  1887.  The new p r i e s t  r e m a in e d  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  n e x t  11 y e a r s .  F a t h e r  T. J .  S l a t t e r y  became t h e  f i n a l  p a s t o r  
o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  He a r r i v e d  i n  May o f  1898 and d e p a r t e d  i n  J u l y ,
1900.  F a t h e r  Thomas Luby,  a man i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  many c h a n g e s  w i t h i n  
t h e  p a r i s h ,  t h e n  t o o k  c o n t r o l .  H i s  e f f o r t s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  r e n o v a t i o n  
o f  t h e  r e c t o r y ,  t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  County L i n e  m i s s i o n  c h u r c h ,  and 
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  S t .  M ary’ s C h u r c h . 1^
A l th o u g h  i t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h i r t y  f a m i l i e s  made up t h e  o r i g i n a l  
p a r i s h  o f  S t .  Mary’ s ,  l o c a l  h i s t o r i e s ,  p a r i s h  h i s t o r i e s ,  and p e r s o n a l  
a c c o u n t s  p r o v i d e  o n l y  a p a r t i a l  l i s t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p a r i s h i o n e r s .  Among 
them,  b e g i n i n g  i n  1865,  a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ( t h e  a g e s  and number o f  c h i l d r e n  
l i s t e d ) . 19
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By 187 0 t h e  known p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  had i n c r e a s e d  by o v e r  
50 p e r c e n t  t o  272 p e o p l e .  T h i s  f i g u r e  i n c l u d e s  32 new b i r t h s  w i t h i n  
t h e  f a m i l i e s  a l r e a d y  l i s t e d  and t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a m i l i e s : ^ 2
1.  Edwin Lamb-age  27 .  W ife  E l l e n - a g e  21 .  One c h i l d .
2 .  W i l l i a m  D o ra n -a g e  27.  W ife  E l i z a b e t h  C r e v e y - a g e  27 .  Four  c h i l d r e n .
3 .  J ohn  T o l l - a g c  33 .  W ife  M ary -age  30 .  Mine c h i l d r e n .
4 .  M a r t i n  R yan -age  40 .  W ife  M ary -age  30 .  S ix  c h i l d r e n .
5 .  P e t e r  J .  O’l l a r e - a g e  26.  W ife  Mary.  One c h i l d .
6. Ann M urphy-age  65.  S ix  c h i l d r e n .
7 .  George  M onroe -age  31 .  W ife  M a r g a r e t  Down. S i x  c h i l d r e n .
8 .  Thomas D o la n - a g e  39 .  W ife  B r i d g e t t e  FayOage 32 .  Two c h i l d r e n .
9.  P a t r i c k  D o l a n - a g e  33 .  W ife  M ary -age  31 .  One c h i l d .
10.  J ohn  B e h a n -a g e  54 .  W ife  E l l e n - a g e  50.  Four  c h i l d r e n .
Of t h e  92 new p a r i s h i o n e r s  88 w ere  o f  I r i s h  d e s c e n t ,  m ean ing  t h a t
95 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  e a r l y  members o f  S t .  M a r y ' s  C hurch  c o u l d  show I r i s h
a n c e s t r y .  The r a p i d  g ro w th  o f  S t .  M a r y ' s  P a r i s h  was made p o s s i b l e ,
t o  a  l a r g e  d e g r e e ,  by t h e  g r o w th  and p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i e
community i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  Mt.  M o r r i s  Township .  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  formed
a  community w i t h i n  a community,  a  p a t t e r n  made c l e a r  by e x am in in g  t h e
i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  and t h e i r  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  i n  t h e
a r e a .
A c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  d e v e l o p e d  among t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s ,  a s  
e x h i b i t e d  by t h e  m a r r i a g e  p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e  community .  However ,  i t  was 
h a r d l y  u n u s u a l  f o r  a  r e l a t i v e l y  i s o l a t e d  fa rm  community t o  e x p e r i e n c e  
a s i g n i f i c a n t  amount o f  i n t e r m a r r i a g e  among i t s  r e s i d e n t s .  S i n c e  p e o p l e  
examined i n  t h i s  s t u d y  a r e  C a t h o l i c ,  i t  would  seem l o g i c a l  t o  a ssum e 
t h a t  t h e y  would s t a y  w i t h i n  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church  
and s e e k  a C a t h o l i c  m a t e .  The r e s u l t s  a r e  p r e d i c t a b l e .  E t h n i c  and 
r e l i g i o u s  s i m i l a r i t i e s  seemed t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  b a s i s  i n  t h e  j o i n i n g  o f  
two I r i s h  C a t h o l i c s  i n  m a r r i a g e .  T h e re  w e re  21 c o n f i r m e d  m a r r i a g e s
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be tw een  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  from t h e  community o f  G enesee  and  M t . M o r r i s
t o w n s h i p s . 23 Census  r e c o r d s  c an  be  u s e d  t o  show t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f
m a r r i a g e s  be tw een  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  i n  t h e  community . Of t h e  f a m i l i e s
w here  t h e  e t h n i c  b a c k g ro u n d s  o f  t h e  man and woman c o u l d  be  d e t e r m i n e d
i t  was found t h a t :
62 (86%) o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  had b o t h  s p o u s e s  l i s t e d  a s  I r i s h  
4 (5.6%) o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  had one s p o u s e  l i s t e d  a s  I r i s h  
6 (8.3%) of  t h e  f a m i l i e s  had b o t h  s p o u s e s  l i s t e d  a s  n o n - I r i s h
I t  s h o u ld  be n o t e d  t h a t  many o f  t h e s e  u n i o n s  t o o k  p l a c e  b e f o r e  t h e  a r r i v a l  
o f  t h e  c o u p l e  t o  t h e  G en e s e e — M t. M o r r i s  a r e a .  More d a t a  i s  need e d  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  w h e th e r  t h i s  p e r c e n t a g e  r a t e  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  enough t o  s u g g e s t  
t h a t  e t h n i c i t y  was an  o v e r r i d i n g  f a c t o r  i n  1 9 th  c e n t u r y ,  t o w n s h ip  
m a r r i a g e s .  C e r t a i n l y ,  r e l i g i o n  p l a y e d  a p a r t .  S i n c e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
t h e  C a t h o l i c s  o f  m a r r y i n g  a g e  i n  t h e  to w n s h ip  w ere  I r i s h ,  i t  became 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  i s o l a t e  e t h n i c i t y  and r e l i g i o n  i n  e v a l u a t i n g  m a r r i a g e  a r ­
r a n g e m e n t s .
The e a r l y  l a n d  p u r c h a s e s  i n  Mt. M o r r i s  and G en esee  t o w n s h i p s  do n o t
i n d i c a t e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a d i s t i n c t  I r i s h  community.  The r e c o r d s  p o i n t ,
how ever ,  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l a r g e  number o f  l a n d  s p e c u l a t o r s  and e a r l y
s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  w ere  from t h e  s t a t e  o f  New Y ork .  The l a r g e s t  number
o f  t h e s e  New Y o r k e r s  seem t o  have  come f rom L i v i n g s t o n  C oun ty .  O th e r
New York c o u n t i e s  l i s t e d  w ere  S c h o l h a r i e ,  O r l e a n s ,  G e n e s e e ,  Monroe,
Columbia,  S a r a t o g a ,  Tompkins ,  O n e id a ,  E r i e ,  Onondaga,  S c h e n e c t a d y ,  D u ch es s ,
Orange,  J e f f e r s o n ,  Uayne,  O n t a r i o ,  and N i a g a r a .  A c c o rd in g  t o  a r e p o r t
by t h e  M ich igan  P i o n e e r  and H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  1892,  " N i n e - t e n t h s
o f  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  of  Genesee  County were  n a t i v e  A m e r ic a n s ,  l a r g e l y
°5from w e s t e r n  New Y o r k " . ' 4' New York would a l s o  s u p p ly  t h e  e v e n t u a l  c h u r c h  
f o u n d e r s .
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One o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  s h i f t  can  be  e x p l a i n e d  i n  t e rm s  
o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r .  
New York l a n d ,  w h ich  had been  d i s p u t e d  i n  l a n d  c l a i m s  by t h a t  s t a t e  and 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  had been  s o l d  by l a n d  c om pan ie s  on " v e r y  e a s y  t e r m s " .  
P o l i t i c i a n s  i n  New York ,  i n  a  f e u d  w i t h  l a n d  s p e c u l a t o r s ,  i s s u e d  a t a x  
on u n p a i d  b a l a n c e s  o f  l a n d  c o n t r a c t s .  T h i s  new t a x  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  l a n d  
com pan ies  from o f f e r i n g  l a n d  b a r g a i n s  a s  t h e y  had i n  t h e  p a s t .  W i th  t h e  
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  E r i e  C ana l  and t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  a c o n g r e s s i o n a l  l a n d  a c t ,  
w h ich  made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  New Y o r k e r s  t o  p u r c h a s e  up t o  160 a c r e s  of  
governm en t  l a n d  f o r  $ 1 .2 5  a n  a c r e ,  t h e  open  l a n d s  o f  M ic h ig a n  became 
d e s i r e a b l e .  The I r i s h  f l o w  t o  M ich ig an  was n a t u r a l .  As one  w r i t e r  p u t  
i t ,  "The I r i s h  seemed t o  hav e  f o l l o w e d  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h e i r  s h o v e l s  p o i n t e d  
w i t h  t h e  w es tw ard  t i d e ,  f i r s t  on t h e  E r i e  C ana l  and l a t e r  on t h e  r a i l ­
r o a d s "  . 2?
An a c c o u n t  o f  one  o f  t h e  f i r s t  S t .  M aryTs f o u n d e r s  t o  s e t t l e  i n  t h e  
c o u n t y  g i v e s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  t o  t h e  a r e a .  
C h r i s t o p h e r  Hughes ,  t h e  b e n e f a c t o r  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  p r o p e r t y ,  l e f t  County  
K i l d a i r  and came t o  Amer ica by way o f  L i v e r p o o l  i n  1832.  He and h i s  f a m i l y  
made t h e  f i v e  week v o y ag e  a c r o s s  t h e  A t l a n t i c  on t h e  C a r r o l  o f  C a r r o l t o n ,  
commanded by C a p t a i n  I n g e r s o l .  The Hughes f a m i l y  l a n d e d  i n  New Y ork .
A f t e r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e s i d e n c e  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  R o c h e s t e r ,  Hughes s e t  o u t  
f o r  M ic h ig a n .  He a r r i v e d  i n  F l i n t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  on Augus t  30 ,  1836.  
A f t e r  p u r c h a s i n g  t h r e e  80 a c r e  p a r c e l s  f rom Henry  H e n d e r s o n ,  Hughes 
r e t u r n e d  t o  R o c h e s t e r  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y .  They made a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  f i n a l  
t r i p  t o  M ich igan  o n boa rd  t h e  s t e a m e r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . Hughes and h i s  
f a m i l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  f i r s t  r e s i d e n c e  i n  Vienna  T o w n s h i p 2 8
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A l th o u g h  C h r i s t o p h e r  Hughes was l i s t e d  i n  t h e  c e n s u s  a s  a  f a r m e r  he
was i n v o l v e d  In  o t h e r  p u r s u i t s ,  w h ich  h e l p e d  him t o  e s t a b l i s h  a s i z a b l e
e s t a t e .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  In  V ienna  Tow nsh ip ,  he c o n t r a c t e d
w i t h  a n o t h e r  s e t t l e r  t o  c l e a r  t h e  man’ s 40 a c r e  p a r c e l .  I n  paym en t ,
Hughes r e c e i v e d  20 a c r e s ,  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  t r a c t . 29 D ur ing  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s
he a g a i n  worked a t  c l e a r i n g  t i m b e r .  T h i s  t i m e  he  managed a c rew  o f  men
p r e p a r i n g  t h e  a r e a  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  P e r e  M a r q u e t t e  R a i l r o a d .
B eca use  t h e  P e r e  M a r q u e t t e  was a M igh igan  l a n d - g r a n t  r a i l r o a d ,  t h o u s a n d s
o f  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  w ere  opened up f o r  s a l e .  I n  1863 a g r a n t  o f  1 5 3 ,6 0 0
3 0a c r e s  o f  l a n d  was o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  by t h e  r a i l r o a d .  I n  18 64
C h r i s t o p h e r  Hughes ,  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  a man named P o t t e r ,  p u r c h a s e d
2 ,5 5 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  be tw een  C l i o  and B r i d g e p o r t  and went $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  i n  d e b t .
The t i m b e r  l a n d s  s o l d  f o r  $1 .2 5  t o  $ 2 .5 0  p e r  t h o u s a n d  o f  s tu m p a g e ,  b u t
31t h e  fa rm  l a n d  a t  $11 .53  an  a c r e .  Hughes worked f o r  t h e  n e x t  e i g h t  y e a r s
c u t t i n g  t i m b e r  f rom t h e  l a n d  and making t i e s  f o r  u s e  by t h e  r a i l r o a d .
H is  work c rew s  numbered f rom 25 t o  40 men.  H is  p r o f i t s  f rom t h e  e n t e r p r i s e -
e n a b l e d  him t o  buy o u t  P o t t e r ' s  s h a r e  a t  a  c o s t  o f  $ 1 4 ,0 0 0 .  He e v e n t u a l l y
s o l d  t h e  l a n d  t o  40 d i f f e r e n t  I n d i v i d u a l s .32 C h r i s t o p h e r  Hughes had a
f u l l  l i f e .  He was p roud  t h a t  he had n e v e r  been  i n v o l v e d  i n  a l a w s u i t ,
a lw a y s  p a i d  h i s  d e b t s  i n  f u l l ,  and was w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p  o u t  t h o s e  i n  n e e d . 33
He l i v e d  t o  s e e  a  number o f  h i s  c h i l d r e n  p r o s p e r  i n  t h e  a r e a .
One o f  h i s  s o n s ,  M i c h a e l ,  was b o rn  a s  t h e  f a m i l y  was i n  t h e  p r o c e s s
o f  m o v i n g  from I r e l a n d  to  M i c h i g a n . 34 M i c h a e l ,  l i k e  48 o t h e r  members o f
t h e  C a t h o l i c  community,  was b o rn  i n  New Y ork .  The m a j o r i t y ,  3 7 ,  o f  t h e s e
3 3b i r t h s  t o o k  p l a c e  be tw een  1840 and 1865.  I n  most  c a s e s ,  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  
w ere  b o rn  t o  p a r e n t s  who were  n a t i v e  t o  I r e l a n d .  The s i g n i f i c a n t  number
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o f  b i r t h s  i n  New York t o  I r i s h  b o rn  p a r e n t s  shows t h a t  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  
s e t t l e m e n t  from New York  t o  M i c h i g a n ,  s t a r t e d  by C h r i s t o p h e r  Hughes  and 
h i s  f a m i l y ,  was f o l l o w e d  by many o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  o f  s i m i l a r  b a c k g r o u n d s .
Many of  t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  by 1870 had common im­
m i g r a t i o n  and s e t t l e m e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s .  I t  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  
f a m i l i e s  who had c h i l d r e n  b o rn  i n  New Y ork  c o u l d  be p o s i t i v e l y  t r a c e d  
t o  t h i s  New Y ork  t o  M ich igan  r o u t e .
By c om par ing  t h e  known I r i s h  and I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Mt.
M o r r i s  and G enesee  t o w n s h i p s  t o  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s h ip  r e c o r d s  a v a i l a b l e  on 
1873,  1889,  and 1899 c o u n t y  p l a t  m a p s ^  and c o u n t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  f o r  t h e  
y e a r s  1882,  1885,  and 1897 ;^ ?  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  g r a p h i c a l l y  p r o v e  t h e  
d e ve lopm en t  o f  t h e s e  g ro u p s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  The t h r e e  maps o f  G en e s e e  Township  
on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  page  show a l i m i t e d  g ro w th  i n  t h e  I r i s h  and t h e  I r i s h -  
C a t h o l i c  community.  The s e c t i o n s  o f  l a n d  w h ich  do show t h e  m os t  p ro n o u n c e d  
c h an g e  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  s e c t i o n s ,  away from t h e  c h u r c h .  Most 
o f  t h e s e  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  1889 and 1899 w ere  made by I r i s h m e n ,  whose  
r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n s  c o u l d  n o t  be  d e t e r m i n e d .  The I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  t o w n s h ip  had e s t a b l i s h e d  r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  
c o r n e r  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .
The to w n s h i p s  o f  Mt.  M o r r i s  and Genesee  show l a n d  c l a i m s  t o  have  
t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  m i d - 1 8 3 0 Ts .^8 B o th  town­
s h i p s  show a  number o f  c h a n g e s  i n  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s h ip  f rom on e  p l a t  map 
t o  a n o t h e r .  T h e r e  i s ,  how ever ,  a m a jo r  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  
two n e i g h b o r i n g  t o w n s h i p s .  T h i s  c a n  be  b e s t  u n d e r s t o o d  by c om par ing  t h e  
Genesee  Township maps w i t h  t h e  M t . M o r r i s  maps .  W hi le  G enesee  Township  
shows a marked a b s e n c e  o f  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  g r o w th ,  t h e  Mt. M o r r i s  s e t t l e m e n t  
p r e s e n t s  a  p i c t u r e  o f  e x p a n s i o n  i n  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s h i p .
1 i n c h  = 1 m i l e  
each 1 i n c h  s q u a r e  = 640 a c r e s
K
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i n d i c a t e s  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  s e t t l e m e n t  
11 h o u s e h o l d s  on 1013 a c r e s
i n d i c a t e s  I r i s h  s e t t l e m e n t  
15 h o u s e h o l d s  on 1076 a c r e s
i n d i c a t e s  C a t h o l i c  h u t  n o n - I r i s h
1 h o u s e h o ld  on 40 a c r e s




1 i n c h  = 1 m i l e  
each 1 i n c h  s q u a r e  = 6^0 a c r e s
N
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i n d i c a t e s  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  s e t t l e m e n t  
10 h ou seho lds  on 921 a c r e s
i n d i c a t e s  I r i s h  s e t t l e m e n t  
22 h o u s e h o l d s  on 1454 a c r e s
i n d i c a t e s  C a t h o l i c  b u t  n o n - I r i s h
1 h o u s e h o ld  on 40 a c r e s
















1 i n c h  = 1 ir.il e 
each  1 i n c h  s q u a r e  = 640 a c r e s
i n d i c a t e s  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  
s e t t l e m e n t  
55 h o u s e h o l d s  on 3629 a c r e s
i n d i c a t e s  I r i s h  s e t t l e m e n t  
35 h o u s e h o l d s  on 1942 a c r e s
i n d i c a t e s  C a t h o l i c  b u t
non-T r i s h
1 h o u s e h o ld  on 80 a c r e s
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1 i n c h  = 1 m i l e  
each 1 i n c h  s q u a r e  = fhO a c r e s
N
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i n d i c a t e s  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  
s e t t l e m e n t  
73 h o u s e h o l d s  on 6397 a c r e s
i n d i c a t e  I r i s h  
s e t t l e m e n t  
28 h o u s e h o l d s  on 2281 a c r e s
i n d i c a t e s  C a t h o l i c  b u t
n o n - I r i s h
I h o u s e h o ld  on 172 a c r e s
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1 i n c h  = 1 n i l e
ch 1 i*nch s q u a r e  = 
6*4-0 a c r e s
N
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i n d i c a t e s  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  s e t t l e m e n t  
37 h o u s e h o ld s  on 6266 a c r e s
i n d i c a t e s  I r i s h  s e t t l e m e n t  
23 h o u s e h o ld s  on 1463 a c r e s
i n d i c a t e s  C a t h o l i c  b u t  n o n - T r i s h
2 h o u s e h o ld s  on 328 a c r e s
When t h e  o w n e r s h ip  o f  a p a r c e l  o f  l a n d  changed  hands  i n  M t . M o r r i s  Tow nsh ip ,  
t h e  new owner was o f t e n  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c .  Land t r a n s a c t i o n s  i n  Genesee  
Township w ere  more r e s i s t a n t  t o  t h i s  g r o u p .
The f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t s  c o n t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  d e r i v e d  f rom r e s e a r c h  u s i n g  
t h e  p l a t  maps .  The f i r s t  c h a r t  d e a l s  w i t h  h e a d s  o f  h o u s e h o ld  i n  Genesee  
and Mt.  M o r r i s  t o w n s h i p s .  The second  c h a r t  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  








Heads o f  h o u s e h o l d  i n  G enesee  
Township who w ere  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c
Heads o f  h o u s e h o l d  i n  Mt. M o r r i s  
Township who w ere  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c
Heads o f  h o u s e h o ld  i n  G enesee  Township 
who w ere  I r i s h  b u t  n o n - C a t h o l i c
Heads o f  h o u s e h o ld  i n  M t . M o r r i s  Township 
who w ere  I r i s h  b u t  n o n - C a t h o l i c
Heads o f  h o u s e h o ld  i n  Genesee  Township  
who w ere  C a t h o l i c  b u t  n o n - I r i s h
Heads o f  h o u s e h o ld  i n  Mt. M o r r i s  Township 
who were  C a t h o l i c  b u t  n o n - I r i s h
1873 1889 1899
P e r c e n t  o f  Mt.  M o r r i s  Township
la n d  owned by I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  16 28 27
P e r c e n t  o f  Genesee  Township
l a n d  owned by I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  4 5 4
The d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  two a r e a s  c an  
be e x p l a i n e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways .  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  Mount M o r r i s  Township had 
a  l a r g e r  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  r e s i d e n t s  f rom t h e  o u t s e t .  A l low ing  
f o r  a  more n a t u r a l  e x p a n s io n  i n  t h e  t o w n s h ip  a s  s econd  and t h i r d  g e n e r a t i o n
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r e s i d e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  fa rms  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  l a n d  h o l d i n g s  of  
t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  Second ,  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  p r o s p e r i t y  was s t i m u l a t e d  i n  Mt.
M o r r i s  Township  by i n c r e a s e d  economic  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  T h i s  was m a n i f e s t e d  
i n  i n c r e a s e d  l a n d - h o l d i n g s  by I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s ,  T h i r d ,  new a r r i v a l s  o f  
I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s ,  w h ich  came i n  t h e  second  wave t o  G enesee  County i n  t h e  
C i v i l  War E r a ,  may have  found  t h a t  M t . M o r r i s  Township p r o v i d e d  t h e  
l e a s t  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e i r  s e t t l e m e n t .  I t  h a s  been  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  I n t e r n a l  
and e x t e r n a l  f o r c e s  have  been  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  d e f i n e d
*3 0
s e t t l e m e n t s  o f  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  i n d i v i d u a l s .  The new a r r i v a l s  c o u l d  
f i n d  s o c i a l  a c c e p t a n c e  more r e a d i l y  i n  an  a r e a  w h ich  t h e n  s h a r e d  r e l i g i o u s ,  
p o l i t i c a l ,  and e t h n i c  a f f i l i a t i o n .  T h e re  would  a l s o  be  im m ed ia te  o p p o r t u n i t y  
f o r  economic s u r v i v a l .  T h i s  f a c t  I s  b r o u g h t  o u t  by t h e  c e n s u s ,  w h ich  
shows t h a t  a  number o f  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  h o u s e h o l d s  had u n r e l a t e d  I r i s h -  
C a t h o l i c s  w o rk in g  a s  fa rm  l a b o r e r s  o r  d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t s .  T h es e  l a b o r e r s  
and s e r v a n t s ,  on t h e  lo w e r  end o f  t h e  economic s c a l e ,  t h u s  found o p p o r t u n i t y  
w i t h i n  t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  community.
The n a t u r a l  g ro w th  o f  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  l a n d - h o l d i n g s  i n  Mt.  M o r r i s  
Township c a n  b e  documented by a r e a  p l a t  m aps .  H o ld in g s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  
and f a m i l i e s  a r e  shown t o  have  i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1873 t o  1 8 9 9 . ^
T here  i s  a l s o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  a  m a g n e t - l i k e  a t t r a c t i o n ,  w h ich  drew newly  
a r r i v i n g  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  t o  s e t t l e  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  w i t h  p r e v i o u s l y  
s e t t l e d  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s ,  may hav e  been  a t  w ork  i n  t h e  community.  The 
number of  new I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  app  ear on t h e  18S9 and 1899 
p l a t  maps i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a  movement o f  a  number o f  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  t o  t h e  
a r e a  t o o k  p l a c e  a f t e r  1873,  The a r r i v a l  and a s s i m i l a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t o  Mt. M o r r i s  Township  a p p e a r s  t o  be  a common o c c u r r e n c e ,  
w h i l e  G enesee  Township shows no p a r a l l e l  i n  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  s e t t l e m e n t .
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The s e t t l e m e n t  maps of  Mt. M o r r i s  Township  show a n o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  
t r e n d  t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  from p l a t  map t o  p l a t  m ap  t h r o u g h  t h e  t h r e e  d e c a d e s .
T h i s  t r e n d  i s  an  i n c r e a s e  o f  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  In  t h e  u p p e r  t w o - t h i r d s  
o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p .  The a r e a  t o  t h e  w es t  of  S t .  Mary 's Church ,  f o r  exam ple ,  
shows I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  owned p r o p e r t y  a l m o s t  d o u b l i n g  o v e r  t h e  26 y e a r  
p e r i o d .  On t h e  o t h e r  h and ,  t h e  low er  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  to w n s h ip  c a n . b e  
compared t o  Genesee  Township i n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  
i n  t h e  l a n d - h o l d i n g s  o f  t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s .  T h i s  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  s i m i l a r  
p e o p l e  i n t o  a c o n f i n e d  g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a ,  a g a i n ,  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  s t r o n g  a t t r a c t i o n  
o f  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  t o  one a n o t h e r .  R e s i d e n t s  o f  t h i s  a r e a  a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  
n o t  go u n n o t i c e d  by o t h e r s .  S e v e r a l  young men from t h e  r e g i o n  w e s t  o f  Mt. 
M o r r i s  c a l l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  " W es te rn  R e d s " .  On S a t u r d a y - n i g h t  v i s i t s  
t o  t h e  s a l o o n s  o f  Mt. M o r r i s ,  t h e y  would p r o c e e d  t o  become I n t o x i c a t e d  and 
f i g h t  a l l  t a k e r s  u n t i l  t h e  c o n s t a b l e  e s c o r t e d  them t o  j a i l  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r
* . 4 1o f  t h e  e v e n i n g .
The c e n s u s  d a t a  a dds  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  s e t t l e r s  
were  drawn t o  e s t a b l i s h e d  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  a r e a s .  For  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  
s t u d y ,  I  have  been  a b l e  t o  i s o l a t e  54 h e a d s  of  f a m i l i e s  f rom Genesee  
Township and 75 s i m i l a r  i n d i v i d u a l s  from Mt. M o r r i s  Township .  When t h e  
men from Genesee  Township were  examined by u s i n g  c e n s u s  d a t a ,  i t  was 
found t h a t  a l l  b u t  s i x  were  e i t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  o r  Mt. M o r r i s  
o r  r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  to w n s h ip  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1870 c e n s u s .  Of t h e s e  s i x  
who became r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  r u r a l  to w n sh ip  a f t e r  1870,  t h r e e  were found 
t o  be  o f  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  o t h e r  t h a n  I r i s h  and one was a h i r e d  l a b o r e r .
However,  t h e  M t . M o r r i s  r e c o r d s  show t h a t  t h e r e  were  18 new a r r i v a l s  t o  
t h a t  to w n s h ip  a f t e r  t h e  187 0 c e n s u s  was r e c o r d e d .  T hese  new a r r i v a l s  a l l
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became l a n d o w n e r s  o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y  o f  M t . M o r r i s ,  and a l l  b u t  one o f
Zi 0t h e s e  men c o u l d  c l a i m  I r i s h  a n c e s t r y .  *”
A p o p u l a t i o n  p r o f i l e  of  M t . M o r r i s  V i l l a g e ,  G enesee  Township,  and M t . 
M o r r i s  Township  a r c  a v a i l a b l e  by u s i n g  c e n s u s  i n f o r m a t i o n  from t h e  y e a r s  
1870,  1880 ,  and 1900.  The fo l lox^ ing  l i s t  c o n t a i n s  b o t h  a t o t a l  number o f  
• i n d i v i d u a l s  who w ere  r e s i d e n t s  o f  M t . M o r r i s  V i l l a g e ,  and t h e  number o f  
I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h a t  t o t a l .
1870 1880 ’ 1900
T o t a l  number o f  h e a d s  o f
h o u s e h o ld  i n  Mt. M o r r i s  V i l l a g e  54 53 107
C a t h o l i c  h e a d s  o f  h o u s e h o ld
i n  Mt.  M o r r i s  V i l l a g e  8 11 22
T o t a l  number o f  h e a d s  of
h o u s e h o ld  i n  G enesee  Township 296* 327* 365
C a t h o l i c  h e a d s  o f  h o u s e h o ld
i n  Genesee  Township 11 19 21
T o t a l  number o f  h e a d s  of
h o u s e h o ld  i n  Mt. M o r r i s  Township 264 288 315*
C a t h o l i c  h e a d s  o f  h o u s e h o ld
i n  Mt. M o r r i s  Township 25 56 61
* C i t y  o f  Mt. M o r r i s  c e n s u s  t o t a l s  have  been  removed from t h e  to w n s h ip  
c e n s u s  f i g u r e s .
T h e s e  f i g u r e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s e t t l e m e n t  maps o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p ,  h e l p  t o  
i l l u s t r a t e  one f i n a l  p o i n t  t h a t  I r i s h - C a t h o l i d s  w ere  a m i n o r i t y  i n  
Genesee  and Mt. M o r r i s  t o w n s h i p .  The I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  can  be s e e n  a s  a 
s t r o n g  m i n o r i t y  g roup  i n  b o t h  Mt. M o r r i s  Township and Mt. M o r r i s  V i l l a g e ,  
b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  n e a r l y  a s  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  i n  Genesee  Township .  W hi le  no 
c o n c r e t e  exam ples  o f  e t h n i c  o r  r e l i g i o u s  m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h i s  m i n o r i t y  by 
t h e  o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p s  c an  be  fo u n d ,  i t  would seem n a t u r a l  
t h a t  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  would h o ld  t o g e t h e r  i n  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s .
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The M t . M o r r i s  a r e a  r e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  two s e c r e t  b e n e v o l e n t  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  
Union Lodge ,  No. 213,  I . O . O . F .  and M t . M o r r i s  Lodge,  No. 1383,  K n i g h t s  of  
Honor ,  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e . ^  M is s in g  from t h e  r o l l s  o f  members a r e  
t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s .  W hi le  t h i s  may be  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  
C h u rc h ’ s d i s d a i n  f o r  s e c r e t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o r  f o r  a v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  
r e a s o n s ,  t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  w ere  l i m i t e d  i n  t h e i r  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
a f f i l i a t i o n s .  T h i s  s e n s e  o f  b e i n g  a m i n o r i t y  may h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d .  I t  may a l s o  hav e  l e d  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  
o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  i d e n t i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  g r o u p .  B i o g r a p h i e s  o f  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  
show t h a t  some o f  t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  b e lo n g e d  t o  su c h  g ro u p s  a s  t h e  
K n ig h t s  o f  Columbus,  t h e  K n ig h t s  o f  t h e  M accabees ,  and t h e  A n c i e n t  Order  
o f  H i b e r n i a n s . T h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  and e t h n i c  t i e s ,  
t e n d e d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  a p o l i t i c a l  s e p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  from 
o t h e r s  i n  t h e  communi ty .
The p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  Mt. M o r r i s  Township i s  r a t h e r  u n i q u e  when 
compared  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  t o w n s h ip s  i n  Genesee  County .  I n  t h e  l a t e  
I 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  c o u n t y  showed s t r o n g  R e p u b l i c a n  a l i g n m e n t .  Dur ing  t h e  
same p e r i o d  Mt. M o r r i s  Township showed a marked p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  
D e c o c r a t i c  p a r t y .  I n  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  o f  18S0,  f o r  exam ple ,
Mt. M o r r i s  was one o f  t h r e e  t o w n s h ip s  i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  c a r r y  a m a j o r i t y  f o r  
W I n i f i e l d  Hancock,  t h e  D em o cra t ic  c a n d i d a t e .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  v o t e r s  i n  
t h e  o t h e r  t o w n s h i p s  c a s t  t h e i r  b a l l o t s  f o r  R e p u b l i c a n  James G a r f i e l d ,  t h e  
overw helm ing  w i n n e r .  D ur ing  t h e  same e l e c t i o n ,  M t . M o r r i s  Township was 
was one o f  two to w n s h i p s  t o  v o t e  f o r  t h e  D e m o c ra t i c  c a n d i d a t e s  in  t h e  1380
A C
e l e c t i o n  i n  11 o f  t h e  14 r a c e s  f o r  n a t i o n a l  and s t a t e  o f f i c e s .
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I n  t h e  A p r i l ,  1081 e l e c t i o n s  M t . M o r r i s  T o w n s h i p ' s  r e s u l t s  were  
l i s t e d  a f t e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  " A n o th e r  D e m o cra t ic  s t r o n g ­
ho ld  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  t h i s  y e a r  e l e c t s  two t h i r d s  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  tow nsh ip
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t i c k e t . "  I n  A p r i l  o f  1382,  t h e  n o t i c e  r e a d ,  " R e p u b l i c a n s  g a i n  a g l o r i o u s  
v i c t o r y  by e l e c t i n g  t h e i r  e n t i r e  t i c k e t  i n  Mt. M o r r i s . "^8 T h i s  would be 
t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  1 9 th  c e n t u r y  t h a t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  would 
c o n t r o l  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  o f f i c e s  i n  Mt.  M o r r i s  Township .
W h i le  n e i g h b o r i n g  Genesee  Township went R e p u b l i c a n ,  a s  d i d  most  o f  
t h e  c o u n t y  d u r i n g  eac h  e l e c t i o n ,  Mt. M o r r i s  Township r e s i d e n t s  h e l d  
c o n s i s t e n t l y  t o  t h e  D e m o c ra t i c  p a r t y  a f t e r  1382.  I n  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  p o s t ­
e l e c t i o n  r e p o r t s  would echo t h e  f a c t  t h a t  M t , M o r r i s  Township was c o n t r o l l e d  
once  a g a i n  by t h o s e  on t h e  D e m o c ra t i c  t i c k e t .
The one  m a jo r  d i f f e r e n c e  be tw een  t h e  t o w n s h ip s  o f  Mt. M o r r i s  and 
Genesee ,  w h ich  c o u l d  h e l p  t o  e x p l a i n  why M t . M o r r i s  Township became an  
o a s i s  o f  D e m o c ra t i c  power ,  w h i l e  G enesee  Township f o l l o w e d  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  
l e a d  by t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  t o w n s h i p s ,  i s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  s t r o n g  
C a t h o l i c  m i n o r i t y  i n  Mt.  M o r r i s  Township .  The f o u n d e r s  o f  S t .  M a ry ' s  
Church  d i d  n o t  l i m i t  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  s p i r i t u a l  c o n c e r n s .  They w e re ,  i n  
a number o f  c a s e s ,  a c t i v e  i n  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s .  Of t h e  17 men who were known 
t o  be  p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f o u n d e r s  o f  S t .  M a r y ' s ,  a t o t a l  o f  t e n  h e l d  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e s . ^9
I n  G enesee  Township t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e c o r d s  show an  a b s e n c e  o f  I r i s h -  
C a t h o l i c s  i n  p u b l i c  o f f i c e . ^0 T h i s  i s  d u e ,  u n d o u b t e d l y ,  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  
of  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  i n  t h e  t o w n s h i p ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s m a l l  b a s e  of  
v o t e r s  who w ere  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c .  Mt.  M o r r i s  v i l l a g e  r e c o r d s ,  i n  c o n t r a s t ;  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  C a t h o l i c s  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  v i l l a g e  p o l i t i c s
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I n  e a c h  e l e c t i o n ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  v i l l a g e  v o t e  i n  1868 and
c o n t i n u i n g  t h r o u g h  1200,  t h e  C a t h o l i c  community had a t  l e a s t  one member
among v i l l a g e  o f f i c e  h o l d e r s .  W i th  M t . M o r r i s  V i l l a g e  i t  m ig h t  be
a rg u e d  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  and e t h n i c  a s s o c i a t i o n s  may have  been  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t
t h a n  an  i n d i v i d u a l ’ s f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  communi ty .  The C a t h o l i c s
who w ere  e l e c t e d  t o  v i l l a g e  o f f i c e s  w e re ,  i n  most  c a s e s ,  i n f l u e n t i a l
b u s in e s s m e n .  For exam ple ,  W i l l i a m  A d d e r ly ,  t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e
v i l l a g e ,  was a member o f  S t .  M ary’ s Church  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t
51m e rc h a n t  i n  t h e  a r e a .
F o l lo w in g  i s  a l i s t  o f  t h e  number of  M t . M o r r i s  Township o f f i c e ­
h o l d e r s .  Next  t o  ea c h  y e a r ,  from 1860 t o  1900,  t h e  number o f  o f f i c i a l s  
e l e c t e d  i n  t h e  to w n s h ip  f o r  t h e  g i v e n  y e a r  i s  l i s t e d .  I n  p a r e n t h e s i s  i s  
t h e  number o f  C a t h o l i c  o f f i c e h o l d e r s  f o r  t h e  y e a r .  ^
1860-  9 (2) 1870-10 (4) 1880-12 (2) 1890-12 (6)
1861-11 (2) 1871-12 (3) 1881-12 (1) 1891-12 (5)
1862-10 (0) 1872-12 (3) 1832-12 (0) 1892-14 (9)
1863-10 (0) 1873-11 (2) 1883-14 (4) 1893-14 (7)
1864-10 (1) 1374-  9 (3) 1884-14 (3) 1894-14 (7)
1865-11 (0) 1875-11 (2) 1885-12 (3) 1895-14 (6)
1866-10 (0) 1876-12 (3) 1886-14 (2) 1896-13 (8)
1867-  9 (1) 1877-10 (6) 1887-12 (2) 1897-14 (8)
1868-  9 (1) 1878-12 (4) 1888-12 (2) 1898-14 (9)




The p e r c e n t a g e  o f  C a t h o l i c  o f f i c e h o l d e r s  1860-1869= 8%
The p e r c e n t a g e  o f  C a t h o l i c  o f f i c e h o l d e r s  1870-187 9= 29%
The p e r c e n t a g e  o f  C a t h o l i c  o f f i c e h o l d e r s  1880-1889= 18%
The p e r c e n t a g e  of  C a t h o l i c  o f f i c e h o l d e r s  1890-1900= 55%
T h es e  f i g u r e s  show t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number of  C a t h o l i c s  h o l d i n g  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  by t h e  end o f  t h e  19 th  c e n t u r y .  S i n c e  I r i s h  C a t h o l i c s  . 
a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  to w n s h ip  somewhat l a t e r  t h a n  o t h e r  g r o u p s ,  I t  i s  n o t
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s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e y  d id  n o t  e x h i b i t  much p o l i t i c a l  c l o u t  i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s .
By t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  num bers ,  t h e y  began  to  have  more i n f l u e n c e  
i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n s .  The e a r l y  1 3 8 0 ' s showed a t r e n d  in  to w n s h ip  p o l i t i c s  
t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y ,  h e l p i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  poor  showing o f  
I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  i n  1881 and 1832 s i n c e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  have  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
been  f o l l o w e r s  o f  t h e  D e m o cra t ic  P a r t y .  The o f f i c e h o l d e r s  i n  t h e  l a s t  
d e c a d e  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  were  p r i m a r i l y  s e c o n d - g e n e r a t i o n  r e s i d e n t s .  These  
A m e r i c a n -b o rn  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  show a s t r o n g  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  
p o l i t i c a l  power .  By t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  v o t e r s  of  M t . M o r r i s  Township 
had n u m e r i c a l  s t r e n g t h .  T h e i r  b l o c k  o f  v o t e r s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a few o t h e r  
s u p p o r t e r s  from t h e  community,  made p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  p o s s i b l e .
The a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  were  Democra ts  
i s  s u p p o r t e d  i n  t h e  l i m i t e d  amount o f  b i o g r a p h i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  
on a r e a  r e s i d e n t s .  B i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h e s  c a n  be found on s even  I r i s h -  
C a t h o l i c s  from t h e  Mt. M o r r i s  a r e a . ^  F i v e  o f  t h e s e - N i c h o l a s  C a s h in ,
Herman Hughes ,  J ohn  Hughes ,  J ohn  R u s s e l l ,  and N i c h o l a s  Murphy-were known 
D em o cra t s .  F r a n k  Dolan was l i s t e d  a s  a  R e p u b l i c a n .  John  R. Benson was 
a R e p u b l i c a n ,  b u t  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  became a member o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  P a r t y  
and g a i n e d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  D emocra ts  t o  h e l p  him win  a s e a t  i n  t h e  s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t u r e . 54
By exam in ing  t h e s e  b i o g r a p h i e s  f u r t h e r ,  a  b e t t e r  v iew  of  r e s i d e n t ’ s 
economic a c t i v i t i e s  can  be  c o m p l ied  t h a n  i s  f i r s t  e v i d e n t  t h r o u g h  c e n s u s  
r e c o r d s .  C h r i s t o p h e r  Hughes ,  f o r  exam ple ,  was l i s t e d  a s  a  f a rm e r  i n  t h e  
c e n s u s .  The b u l k  o f  h i s  f o r t u n e ,  a s  m e n t io n e d  e a r l i e r ,  was acc um ula ted  
due t o  l a n d  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  t i m b e r ,  and r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n *  H is  s on ,  John 
H ughes ,  was a l s o  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  f a r m i n g  i n  t h e  c e n s u s .  J o h n ' s  b io g ra p h y
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shows t h a t  m e r c a n t i l e  p e r s u i t s ,  c a r p e n t r y ,  and fo u n d r y  b u i s n e s s  consumed 
a g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  t i m e  t h a n  f a rm in g  a c t i v i t i e s .
N i c h o l a s  C a s h in  and John  R. Benson have  s i m i l a r  d i s c r e p e n c i e s  
e x posed  i n  t h e i r  b i o g r a p h i e s .  They w ere  l i s t e d  a s  f a r m e r s  i n  t h e  c e n s u s ,  
and t h e y  w e re ,  i n  f a c t ,  f a r m e r s  d u r i n g  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .  They 
b o t h ,  h o w ev e r ,  had economic  i n t e r e s t s  away from t h e  f a rm .  Mr. Benson 
t a u g h t  s c h o o l  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  and was a  p o l i t i c i a n  even  th o u g h  
f a r m i n g  was h i s  c h i e f  economic p u r s u i t . C a s h i n ,  t o o ,  had e x t e n s i v e  
f a r m i n g  i n t e r e s t s .  I t  was w r i t t e n  i n  h i s  b io g r a p h y  t h a t ,  ,rThe a g r i c u l t u r a l  
e l e m e n t  t h a t  h a s  been  so l a r g e l y  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  u p b u i l d i n g  of  
G enesee  C oun ty ,  h a s  no b e t t e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t h a n  t h i s  g e n t l e m a n " .  A 
l a t e r  e n t r y  i n  t h e  same b io g r a p h y  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  more complex b u s i n e s s  
d e a l i n g s  of  Mr. C a s h in .  I t  s t a t e d  t h a t ,  "He owned and managed a g r o c e r y  
s t o r e  f o r  a b o u t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  and was engaged i n  t h e  w h o l e s a l e  l i q u o r  
b u s i n e s s  i n  F l i n t ,  w here  i s  now owns a l o t .  He I s  b e s i d e s  t h e  owner of  
t h r e e  s t o r e s  and t h r e e  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  i n  Mt. M o r r i s  V i l l a g e .  For more 
t h a n  t h i r t y  y e a r s  h i s  p r i n c i p l e  b u s i n e s s  was buy ing  s t a v e s  and s q u a r e  
t i m b e r ,  s h i p p i n g  and s e l l i n g  i n  Europe ,  b u t  he  deemed i t  p r u d e n t  t o  q u i t  
t h a t  b u s i n e s s  on a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  oak  t i m b e r .  I n  1837 he  removed 
from t h e  v i l l a g e  of  M t . M o r r i s  t o  h i s  p r e s e n t  f a rm ,  w hich  he had owned 
f o r  o v e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  and c u l t i v a t e d  by h i r e d  h e l p .  He has  bough t  and s o ld  
l a n d  i n  G enesee  County ,  m o s t l y  f o r  t h e  t i m b e r ,  b u t  i s  now c h i e f l y  i n  
g e n e r a l  f a r m i n g  and s t o c k  r a i s i n g " . 58
Farming and  b e i n g  a fa rm  l a b o r e r  p roved  t o  be t h e  c h i e f  o c c u p a t i o n s  
o f  t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s .  T h i s  was documented by t h e  c e n s u s  and t h e  co u n ty  
d i r e c t o r i e s .  Of t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  who c o u l d  be i s o l a t e d  i n  t h e  community,  
36 w ere  l i s t e d  a s  f a r m e r s  and 13 were  fa rm l a b o r e r s .  T h i s  d i d  n o t  come
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a s  a s u r p r i s e  s i n c e  t h e  p r i m a r y  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  o t h e r s  i n  G enesee ,  Mt.
M o r r i s ,  and s u r r o u n d i n g  t o w n s h ip s  was a l s o  f a r m i n g .  The d a t a  a l s o
showed t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o c c u p a t i o n s  b e i n g  h e l d  by t h o s e  i n  t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c
i n  Mt. M o r r i s  V i l l a g e . 59
T h re e  l i q u o r  s t o r e  o p e r a t o r s
Two s a l o o n  k e e p e r s
T h r e e  r a i l r o a d  w o r k e r s
T h re e  d r y  goods  m e r c h a n t s
Two lumbermen
One h a r n e s s  maker
One h o t e l  o p e r a t o r
One lumber  bu y e r
One s c h o o l  t e a c h e r
One g a r d e n e r
One p r i n t e r
One d r e s s m a k e r
One c a r p e n t e r
A l e t t e r  t o  t h e  W o l v e r in e  C i t i z e n  by a Mt. M o r r i s  r e s i d e n t  o f f e r e d  a 
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  some economic a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d ay s  o f  t h e  M t . M o r r i s  
V i l l a g e .  The f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  a p p e a r e d  O c to b e r  30,  1S67 i s s u e :
T h i n k in g  p e r h a p s  you a r e  n o t  aw are  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  
G enesee  County a s  M t . M o r r i s  ( j u d g i n g  from t h e  amount o f  l o c a l  
c o n t r i b u t i o n ) ,  I  w i l l  w i t h  you r  s a n c t i o n  t e n d e r  a few t i m e s .
F i r s t l y ,  we a r e  c o n c e i t e d  enough t o  c o n s i d e r  o u r  l i t t l e
v i l l a g e  on o f  b u s i n e s s  and one t h a t  com pares  f a v o r a b l e  w i t h  
t h o s e  a ro u n d  u s ;  and a s  an  example o f  o u r  b u s i n e s s ,  we a l s o  
g i v e  you a few f a c t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  o u r  lu m b e r in g  i n t e r e s t s  a s  
g i v e n  u s  by Mr. W hi tney ,  s t a t i o n  a g e n t ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  S in c e  
t h e  f i r s t  o f  O c t o b e r ,  he h a s  s h ip p e d  one hundred  and e i g h t y -  
t h r e e  f u l l  c a r  l o a d s  o f  f r e i g h t  of  which  p r o b a b l y  one hundred
and f i f t y  c a r  l o a d s  have been  lu m b er .  A l low ing  eac h  c a r  t o
c o n t a i n  e i g h t  th o u s a n d  f e e t ,  t h e r e  have  been  s h ip p e d  one 
m i l l i o n  two hundred  th o u s a n d  f e e t  of  l u m b e r .  Yet  t h e  q u a n t i t y  
a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  seems a s  l a r g e  a s  a t  t h e  b e g i n i n g  o f  t h e  m o n t h . . .
» . .W J .  A d d e r l e y  i s  a l s o  a v e r y  n o t i c i b l e  man i n  ou r  m i d s t  
( s p e a k i n g  i n  a b u s i n e s s  p o i n t  o f  v iew )  f o r  t h e r e  can  a lw ays  
be s e e n  from m orn ing  t o  n i g h t  t h a t  r u s h  o f  p e o p l e  t o  h i s  w e l l  
f i l l e d  s t o r e ,  w here  can  a lw ay s  f i n d  g o o d s ,  p o l i t e  c l e r k s ,  and 
t h e  b ro a d  g r i n  o f  W. J .  A d d e r le y  h i m s e l f .
W i l l i a m  J .  A d d e r l e y  was l i s t e d  a s  h a v i n g  an a c c u m u la te d  w e a l t h  of  
$ 1 2 ,0 0 0  i n  1870 .  T h i s  made him t h e  second r i c h e s t  man i n  Genesee Township
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when t h e  c e n s u s  was t a k e n  in  t h a t  y e a r .  The man who ran k ed  f i r s t  was,  
S te p h e n  R. Hughes .  H is  w e a l t h  was s e t  a t  $ 2 0 ,7 2 0 ,  and h i s  o c c u p a t i o n  was 
l i s t e d  a s  f a r m i n g .  Hughes ,  l i k e  A d d e r l e y ,  was C a t h o l i c .  The I r i s h -  
C a t h o l i c s  i n  t h e  a r e a  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  s u f f e r  from economic r e s t r a i n t s .
They p r o s p e r e d  a s  m e r c h a n t s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and a s  f a r m e r s  i n  t h e  r u r a l  
a r e a .  To b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  economic  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  
i n  t h e  community ,  I  compared  t h e  r e a l  and p e r s o n a l  w e a l t h  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
l i s t e d  i n  Genesee  and Mt. M o r r i s  t o w n s h i p s  i n  I860  and 1870.  These 
f i g u r e s ,  i t  s h o u ld  be n o t e d ,  a r e  n o t  t o t a l l y  a c c u r a t e .  Many i n d i v i d u a l s  
who a r e  l i s t e d  a s  p r o p e r t y  h o l d e r s  and have  an  a s s i g n e d  w e a l t h  v a l u e  i n  t h e  
1860 c e n s u s  have  no money a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  names i n  t h e  c e n s u s  of  
1870. T h i s  i s  due  t o  an  o b v io u s  o m i s s i o n  by t h e  r e c o r d e r  of  t h e  1870 
c e n s u s .  Enough i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p r e s e n t ,  how ever ,  t o  o f f e r  a  com p ar i so n  
be tween  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  r e s i d e n t s  and t h e  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  community.
The G enesee  Township c e n s u s  o f  1860 showed a t o t a l  o f  238 r e s i d e n t s  
h av ing  w e a l t h .  The c e n s u s  i n d i c a t e d  t h i s  w e a l t h  i n  t h e  form of  r e a l  e s t a t e  
a n d / o r  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y .  I  combined t h e s e  two f i g u r e s  t o  come up w i t h  
t h e  t o t a l  w e a l t h  f o r  eac h  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  t o w n s h i p .  I  found t h a t  t h e  
median  amount o f  money l i s t e d  f o r  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  Genesee  Township was 
$ 3 ,571 .  The a v e r a g e  amount o f  w e a l t h  f o r  Genesee  Township was $ 2 , 4 1 9 .1 0 .
The I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  members o f  G enesee  Township have  w e a l t h  which p u t s  
n i n e  members above  t h e  m e d ian  w e a l t h  f i g u r e  and s i x  be low,  w i t h  t h e  a v e r a g e  
amount o f  money b e i n g  $ 2 , 6 8 6 . 5 1 .
I n  t h e  1870 c e n s u s  o f  G enesee  Township 112 p e o p l e  had a c c u m u la ted  t h e  
median  w e a l t h  o f  $1 ,0 0 0  and t h e  a v e r a g e  was $ 1 , 6 8 3 . 6 3 .  The members of  S t .  
M a r y ' s  p a r i s h  had s i x  members be low  t h e  m ed ian  w e a l t h  and f i v e  members 
ab o v e .  The a v e r a g e  w e a l t h  o f  t h i s  g roup  was $ 5 , 6 3 2 .3 5  ( t h i s  i n f l a t e d  f i g u r e
i s  due t o  t h e  l a r g e  amounts  o f  w e a l t h  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  W i l l i a m  A d d e r le y  and 
S te p h e n  Hughes and t h e  l i m i t e d  number o f  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s ) .
I n  M t . M o r r i s  Township  t h e r e  w ere  164 r e c o r d e d  h e a d s  o f  f a m i l i e s  
w i t h  money i n d i c a t e d  w i t h  them i n  t h e  1860 c e n s u s .  The m edian  amount 
o f  money was $ 1 , 0 0 0 ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  low er  t h a n  t h e  m ed ian  amount o f  money 
f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G enesee  Township d u r i n g  t h e  1860 c e n s u s .  T h i s  low er  
amount c o u l d  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  r i s e  i n  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  s e t t l e r s  coming 
t o  t h e  t o w n s h ip  i n  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d .  W i th  lo w er  w e a l t h  f i g u r e s ,  
l a n d  may h a v e  been  more r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  and n o t  a s  f u l l y  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  
s e t t l e m e n t  a s  t h e  l a n d  i n  G enesee  Township ,  w hich  was o c c u p i e d  a t  an  e a r l i e r  
d a t e .  The f u t u r e  members of  S t .  M ary’ s p a r i s h  who r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  to w n s h ip  
i n  1860 had f o u r  members w i t h  w e a l t h  above  t h e  to w n s h ip  m ed ian  and f o u r  
members b e lo w .  The a v e r a g e  amount o f  w e a l t h  f o r  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  was $ 1 , 9 2 4 . 5 4 ,  
and f o r  C a t h o l i c s  i t  was $ 2 , 8 4 9 . 2 5 .
I n  t h e  1870 c e n s u s  Mt.  M o r r i s  Township showed m ed ian  w e a l t h  o f  $1 ,400  
w i t h  128 r e s i d e n t s  showing r e a l  o r  p e r s o n a l  w e a l t h .  A ga in ,  t h e  I r i s h -  
C a t h o l i c  r e s i d e n t s  w ere  s p l i t  down t h e  m i d d l e .  S ix  f a m i l i e s  had w e a l t h  
i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h e  m ed ian  and s e v e n  had low er  am o u n ts .  The a v e r a g e  f o r  t h e  
I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  r e s i d e n t s  was $ 3 , 6 9 2 . 3 0 ;  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  to w n s h ip  a v e ra g e d  
$ 2 , 7 0 7 . 7 7 .
I n  g o in g  t o  t h e  c e n s u s  economic c a t e g o r i e s , I  had e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  
f i n d i n g  a marked d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  t h e  I r i s h —C a t h o l i c  and o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  
o f  t h e  a r e a .  However,  t h i s  was n o t  t o  be  c o n f i rm e d  by t h e  d a t a .  I r i s h -  
C a t h o l i c  r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  to w n s h ip  can  be  found  i n  a l l  s egm ents  of  t h e  
economy, b o t h  a b o v e  and below t h e  m e d ian .
26
A more  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e c o r d  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a s  t o  t h e  economic r e l a t i o n s h i p  
o f  t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  community t o  t h e  o t h e r  members of  t h e  t o w n s h i p s .
The G enesee  County D i r e c t o r y  f o r  1897 has  economic I n f o r m a t i o n  on a l a r g e r  
number o f  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  t h a n  t h e  c e n s u s .  I t  i n c l u d e s  t h o s e  who have 
im m ig ra ted  t o  t h e  a r e a  a f t e r  t h e  1870 c e n s u s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  second  g e n e r a t i o n  
I r i s h  s e t t l e r s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  many o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  members o f  t h e  S t .  Mary’ s 
p a r i s h .
For  G enesee  Township i n  1897,  a  t o t a l  o f  123 r e s i d e n t s  who had w e a l t h  
a s s i g n e d  t o  them i n  t h e  form o f  r e a l  e s t a t e  o r  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  were  
r e c o r d e d .  Of t h i s  number,  20 were  fo und  t o  be  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c ,  T h i s  I r i s h -  
C a t h o l i c  m i n o r i t y  had t e n  members above  and t e n  members be low t h e  $2 ,200  
m ead ian  w e a l t h  f o r  t h e  t o w n s h ip ,  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  r e s u l t s  d e r i v e d  from t h e  
1860 and 1870 c e n s u s  i n f o r m a t i o n  on w e a l t h .
I n  Mt.  M o r r i s  Township I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  County 
D i r e c t o r y ,  w ere  more dom inan t  and more  p r o s p e r o u s  t h a n  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  
i n  G enesee  Township .  E i g h t y - n i n e  r e s i d e n t s  who were  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  d i r e c t o r y  
were  n o t  found  t o  be  members o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  p a r i s h .  The members of  S t .
Mary’ s t o t a l e d  42 .  The m e d ian  w e a l t h  f o r  n o n - p a r i s h i o n e r s  was $ 2 ,6 0 0 .  T h i s  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Mt. M o r r i s  Township had p r o s p e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  s i n c e  
t h e  1870 c e n s u s  was t a k e n .  A l th o u g h  Genesee  T o w n s h ip ’ s median  w e a l t h  
had been  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r ,  i t  d ropped  below t h e  Mt.  M o r r i s  Township 
l e v e l .  The members o f  S t .  Mary’ s ,  who had w e a l t h  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  
names,  c o u ld  c l a i m  25 I n d i v i d u a l s  above  and 17 below t h e  median  w e a l t h  
o f  to w n s h ip  r e s i d e n t s .  The a v e r a g e  amount o f  w e a l t h  o f  a S t .  Mary’ s 
p a r i s h i o n e r  was $ 3 , 5 2 7 . 9 8 .  The o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  showed an  a v e r a g e  of 
$ 3 ,1 0 0 .
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Unemployment statistics were  compiled in t h e  1900 census. The list
o f  unem ployed  p e r s o n s  f o r  M t . M o r r i s  Township f o r  1900,  shows t h a t  t h e
I r i s h  had a n  unemployment r a t e  low er  t h a n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n
o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p .  Of A27 w ork ing  members i n  t h e  to w n s h ip ,  130 were  o f
I r i s h  d e s c e n t ,  i . e .  e i t h e r  h a v i n g  been  bo rn  i n  I r e l a n d  o r  h a v in g  p a r e n t s  
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b o rn  In  I r e l a n d .  N ine  I r i s h  w ere  unemployed f o r  a p e r i o d  of  a t  l e a s t  
one Month d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t a k i n g  o f  t h e  c e n s u s .  Four were  
from one f a m i l y .  By c o n t r a s t  30 n o n - I r i s h  i n d i v i d u a l s  were unemployed 
f o r  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  same t im e  p e r i o d .  The p e r c e n t a g e  o f  unemployed 
C a t h o l i c s  f o r  1900 s t o o d  a t  6 .9  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  t o t a l .  For  t h e  n on -  
I r i s h  g ro u p  t h i s  f i g u r e  s t o o d  a t  10.1 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  g roup .
A n o th e r  f a c t o r - t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  r e a d  and w r i t e - m a y  have  been  more i m p o r t a n t  
t h a n  e i t h e r  e t h n i c i t y  o r  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  economic 
p o s i t i o n  o f  an  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  two to w n s h i p s .  The I r i s h  a s  a group  had 
a  h i g h e r  r a t e  o f  i l l i t e r a c y  t h a n  t h e  n o n - I r i s h  i n  Genesee  and Mt. M o r r i s  
t o w n s h i p s .  I t  was t h e  I r i s h  who were  i l l i t e r a t e  who were a t  t h e  lower  
end o f  t h e  s o c io - e c o n o m i c  l a d d e r .  The i n f o r m a t i o n  below shows t h e  p e r ­
c e n t a g e  o f  i l l i t e r a c y  among t h o s e  of  I r i s h  b i r t h  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  o t h e r s  
i n  t h e  to w n s h ip  i n  1860,  1870,  18S0, and 1 9 0 0 . ^
1860
P e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h o s e  
Group i l l i t e r a t e
Mt. M o r r i s  T o w n s h i p - I r i s h  A3.5%
Mt. M o r r i s  T o w n s h i p - o t h e r  10.0%
G enesee  T o w n s h i p - I r i s h  15.0%
G enesee  T o w n s h ip - o th e r  2.3%
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1870
P e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h o s e
Group I l l i t e r a t e
M t . M o r r i s  T o w n s h i p - I r i s h  42.1%
Mt.  M o r r i s  T o w n s h i p - o t h e r  5.3%
G en es ee  T o v n s h i p - I r i s h  39.1%
G en es ee  T o w n s h i p - o t h e r  3.7%
1880
P e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h o s e
Group i l l i t e r a t e
M t . M o r r i s  T o w n s h i p - I r i s h  32.8%
M t. M o r r i s  T o w n s h i p - o t h e r  4.4%
G en e s e e  T o w n s h i p - I r i s h  8.7%
G enesee  T o w n s h i p - o t h e r  1.2%
1900
P e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h o s e
Group i l l i t e r a t e
Mt.  M o r r i s  T o w n s h i p - I r i s h  51.7%
Mt.  M o r r i s  T o w n s h i p - o t h e r  3.5%
G enesee  T o w n s h i p - I r i s h  20.0%
G enesee  T o w n s h i p - o t h e r  .8%
T hrough  r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  who w ere  l i s t e d  a s  i l l i t e r a t e ,  
t h e y  w ere  found  t o  be  be low a v e r a g e  i n  income.  I t  Mt.  M o r r i s  Township  i n  
1900,  s e v e n  o f  t h e  15 I r i s h  l i s t e d  a s  i l l i t e r a t e  w e re  C a t h o l i c .  Of t h i s  
g r o u p ,  o n l y  one  had w e a l t h  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h e  m e d ian  f o r  t h e  t o w n s h i p .  Four  
o f  them r a n k e d  i n  t h e  low er  10 p e r c e n t  i n  w e a l t h  f o r  t h e  a r e a .
The c e n s u s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  Mt. M o r r i s  Township f o r  1870 shows 24 
I r i s h - b o r n  h e a d s  o f  h o u s e h o l d s  t o  be  i l l i t e r a t e .  The 1870 c e n s u s  o m i t t e d  
much o f  t h e  w e a l t h  i n f o r m a t i o n .  As a r e s u l t ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  make 
much more  t h a n  a g e n e r a l  a s s u m p t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  i l l i t e r a c y
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on t h e  economic  s t a n d i n g  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  in  t h e  community .  A l th o u g h  l i m i t e d  
i n  s i z e ,  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  sample  g roup  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  i l l i t e r a c y  
m i g h t  have  b e e n  more o f  a h a n d i c a p  t o  t h e  economic  advancem en t  o f  t h e  i n d i ­
v i d u a l  t h a n  e i t h e r  r e l i g i o n  o r  e t h n i c  b a c k g ro u n d .
The p e o p l e  o f  M t . M o r r i s  and G enesee  t o w n s h i p s  s o u g h t  money and 
economic  advanc em en t  l i k e  a l l  o t h e r s  i n  A m er ic a .  Even g e t - r i c h - q u i c k  
schemes p l a y e d  upon t h e i r  m i n d s .  One s u c h  o p p o r t u n i t y  h i t  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  
A p r i l  o f  1370 .  Abraham Topham, t r a v e l i n g  a l o n g  t h e  p l a n k  r o a d  n o r t h  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Mt.  M o r r i s ,  found  " l i e ' 1 ( o i l )  b u b b l i n g  i n  a d i t c h .  R e p o r t s  
o f  t h a t  d i s c o v e r y  b r o u g h t  n e a r  h y s t e r i a  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  a s  t h e  
p r o s p e c t s  o f  i n s t a n t  f o r t u n e  t e a s e d  them. One r e p o r t  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t
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s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  seem t o  " h a v e  t h e  ' c o m o d i t y '  on t h e  b r a i n  ' m u c h l y ' " .
Many o c c u r r e n c e s  d i s r u p t e d  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  l i v e s  a ro u n d  Mt. M o r r i s  
d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  o n e - t h i r d  of  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  More o f t e n  t h a n  n o t  i t  
was an  a d v e r s i t y  o f  some s o r t .  When p ro p le m s  a r o s e ,  t h e  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  
d i d  n o t  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  immune from them.  S t o r i e s  f rom t h e  a r e a  o f t e n  
t o l d  o f  p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y .  M ic h a e l  Hughes '  s o n ,  f o r  exam ple ,  m angled  a  l e g  
when he f e l l  u n d e r  a  wagon t h a t  was b e i n g  p u l l e d  by a team o f  o x e n . ^  H is  
s i s t e r  b r o k e  h e r  l e g  w h i l e  i c e  s k a t i n g . ^5 Somet imes  t h e  s t o r i e s  w ere  more 
om inous .  C o n s i d e r  t h i s  r e p o r t  from Mt. M o r r i s  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  
1881:  " Q u i t e  a  l a r g e  number o f  c h i l d r e n  a r e  s i c k  w i t h  a d i s e a s e  s i m i l a r
t o  t h e  i n f l a m a t i o n  o f  t h e  l u n g s .  N i c h o l a s  C a s h in  h a s  been  so u n f o r t u n a t e  
a s  t o  l o s e  h i s  i n f a n t  d a u g h t e r ,  and C a r l o s  G reen  a l i t t l e  boy w i t h  t h e  
d i s e a s e .
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The community was a l s o  t h e  s c e n e  o f  an o c c a s i o n a l  c r i m e .  C h r i s t o p h e r
Hughes had a shed  by h i s  b a r n  r a n s a c k e d  and a l l  h i s  fa rm  im p lem en ts  s t o l e n .
I n  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  t h e  i n c i d e n t  someone n o te d  t h a t ,  "Hanging  in  c e r t a i n l y
t o o  good f o r  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r  o f  su c h  a m i s e r a b l e  low l i f e  t h e f t " . ^
T hrough  ex am in in g  e a r l y  r e c o r d s  and new spaper  a c c o u n t s  c o n c e r n i n g
t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Mt.  M o r r i s ,  two t h i n g s  seemed t o  s t a n d  o u t  a s  m a jo r  c o n c e r n s
o f  r e s i d e n t s .  They a r e  f i r e  and a l c o h o l .  O r d in a n c e s  In  t h e  v i l l a g e
w ere  p a s s e d  t o  make s u r e  ch im neys  d i d  n o t  become h a z a r d o u s .  P r o v i s i o n s
w ere  made t o  i n c l u d e  c l e a n i n g  and s u b s e q u e n t  c h a r g e  t o  t h o s e  whose
c h im n ey s  p ro v e d  t o  be  a f i r e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y . ^  When f i r e  d i d
h i t  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  many I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s  f e l t  t h e  e f f e c t s .  The f i r s t  m a jo r
f i r e ,  I  b e l i e v e  t o  be  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  s t a r t e d ,  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  1871.  I n  1880
a f i r e  beg an  t h a t  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  i t  was c o n t r o l l e d  t h a n k s
t o  a community e f f o r t  and a f a v o r a b l e  w ind .  A b u i l d i n g ,  owned by Edward
Hughes and o p e r a t e d  by J o h n  Hughes a s  a l i q u o r  s t o r e ,  was d e s t r o y e d  w i t h
a  l o s s  e s t i m a t e d  a t  $ 3 , 0 0 0 . ^ ^
The m os t  damaging  f i r e ,  however ,  t o o k  p l a c e  on A p r i l  29 ,  1881.  T h r e e
b l o c k s  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  t h e  m a jo r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  was wiped
o u t ,  c a u s i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l o s s e s  by p a r i s h i o n e r s  o f  S t .  M a r y ' s :
Hughes L i q u o r  S t o r e — $1 ,200  
D o r a n ' s  L i q u o r  S t o r e — $900 
G r e e n ' s  Shoe Shop— $800
H. G. Mann ( w i f e  was a C a t h o l i c ) — $5 ,5 0 0  
A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  a c c o u n t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  f i r e  had been  
s e t ,  l e a d i n g  one  member o f  t h e  crowd t o  s t a t e ,  "What s p i t e  c a n  anyone  
h a v e  a g a i n s t  u s  t o  be  c o n t i n u a l l y  b u r n i n g  u s  o u t ! " ^
31
A F l i n t  n ew spape r  r e p o r t e d  on a f i r e  l o s s  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l  I r i s h -  
C a t h o l i c  f a r m e r  i n  1336.  The e v e n t  was n o t  a s  s p e c t a c u l a r  a s  t h e  t r a g i c  
f i r e  f i v e  y e a r s  b e f o r e .  Of i n t e r e s t  was t h e  manner i n  w h ich  t h e  g e n t l e m a n ,  
Jo h n  R. Murphy,  a s s e s s e d  h i s  l o s s ,  r e p o r t e d  a s  f o l l o w s : ^
Mt. M o r r i s
At a b o u t  h a l f  p a s t  s i x  Tuesday  e v e n i n g  o f  l a s t  week t h e  
b a r n  o f  J o h n  R.  Murphy,  l i v i n g  s o u th w e s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a c c i ­
d e n t l y  c a u g h t  f i r e  by a l a n t e r n  be in g  t i p p e d  o v e r  by a l i t t l e  
g i r l ,  e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d .  The f l a m e s  soon  s p r e a d  and t h e  e n t i r e  
b u i l d i n g  was consumed i n  a few m i n u t e s . . .Having  r e s i d e d  on h i s  
fa rm  f o r  t w e n t y - t h r e e  y e a r s ,  he  i s  w e l l  known and u n i v e r s a l l y  
l i k e d ,  and h i s  h o s t  o f  f r i e n d s  o f f e r  him sympathy and a s s i s ­
t a n c e ;  t h e  l a t e r  he d e c l i n e d  by s a y i n g  he i s  i n  a f r e e  c o u n t r y  
and n o t  a  t y r a n i c a l  g o v e rn m e n t ,  and x-;ith w i l l i n g  hands  he  
hoped t o  soon g e t  t h e  f r o n t  a g a i n ,  and i t  I s  t h e  w is h  o f  h i s  
many f r i e n d s  t h a t  f o r t u n e  may s m i l e  on him.
The r e g u l a t i o n  o f  l i q u o r  s a l e s  and law s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  
s a l o o n s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  r e c e i v e d  much a t t e n t i o n  from t h e  v i l l a g e  c o u n c i l .
Of f i v e  s a l o o n s  i n  b u s i n e s s  In  1 3 8 0 ^  f o u r  were  ovmed and o p e r a t e d  by 
I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s .  A f a i r  amount o f  a l c o h o l  mus t  have  been  consumed by 
r e s i d e n t s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  number o f  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w i t h  s u c h  a l i m i t e d  
p o p u l a t i o n .  E a r l y  a c c o u n t s ,  l i k e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g ,  t e l l  o f  b r a w l s  c a u s e d  
by d r u n k e n  c i t i z e n s . ^
D u r in g  t h e  p a s t  two weeks t h e  u n u s u a l  q u i e t  o f  ou r  
v i l l a g e  h a s  been  c o n t i n u a l l y  on t h e  q u i  v i r e  w i t h  t h e  
a l m o s t  n i g h t l y  amusement o f  p u g i l i s t i c  e n c o u n t e r s  t h a t  would 
compare  f a v o r a b l y  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  days  o f  p l u g - u g l y i s m  o f  
B a l t i m o r e .  On t h e  e v e n in g  o f  T h a n k s g iv in g  some d i s c i p l e s  
o f  C r i s p i n ,  h a i l i n g  from a t o Twn e a s t  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n ,  a c ­
com panied  by a few f r i e n d s ,  waxing s t r o n g  u n d e r  t h e  e f f e c t s  
o f  an  o v e r  amount o f  " t a n g l e  f o o t "  p ro c e e d e d  t o  knock i n t o  
" s m i t h e r e e n s "  e v e r y t h i n g  a v a i l a b l e  i n  and a round  t h e  Dover 
House ,  b u t  were  b r o u g h t  s u d d e n ly  t o  g r i e f  by r e c e i v i n g  a 
summary p u n i s h m e n t  t h a t  we hope  w i l l  answer  a s  a  w arn ing  t o  t h e  
y o u t h s .
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Some o f  t h e  m e r c h a n t s  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  r e f u s i n g  t o  d e a l  
i n  a l c o h o l .  A l th o u g h  t h e  town n e v e r  went  d r y ,  r e s t r i c t i o n s  such  a s  no 
Sunday l i q u o r  and c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  s a l o o n  a t  10 P.M. w ere  a t t e m p t s  t o  
c o n t r o l  t h e  p r o b l e m . ^  One i n d i v i d u a l  who s u p p o r t e d  t h e  move by some 
b u s i n e s s m e n  t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  t h e  s a l e  o f  s p i r i t s  c a l l e d  i t ,  " a  n o b l e  d e e d . . .  
T h i s  h a s  removed f rom among u s  one o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  t e m p t a t i o n s  t o  o u r  
o l d  a s  w e l l  a s  young men,  t o  s t r a y  from t h e  p a t h s  o f  r e c t i t u d e ,  and may 
s a v e  o u r  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  f rom f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h a t  deep  s l o u g h  o f  d e g r e d a t i o n  
w h ich  had  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  b e f a l l e n  some o f  ou r  n e i g h b o r i n g  t o w n s ' ' . ^
I r i s h m e n  and w h is k e y — a l o n g - h e l d  s t e r e o t y p e — has  been  t h e  f r e q u e n t  
s u b j e c t  o f  j o k e s .  The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  l o c a l  s t o r y  c i r c u l a t e d  by t h e  F l i n t  
D a i l y  News i n  1 8 8 6 : ^
About  s e v e n  o Tc l o c k  l a s t  e v e n in g  a f a r m e r  f rom Mt. M o r r i s  
who i s  s a i d  h i s  name was G a s k e l l  engaged i n  a q u a r r e l  w i t h  an  
I r i s h m a n  by t h e  name o f  P a t  Doyle  n e a r  t h e  C & G. T. F r e i g h t  
D e p o t .  B o th  had been  p u n i s h i n g  w hiskey  d u r i n g  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
and e a c h  t h o u g h t  t h a t  he was t h e  b e s t  man o f  t h e  tw o .  F i n a l l y  
t h e y  came t o  b lows i . e . ,  one  blow e a c h  and im m e d i a t e l y  t h e r e ­
a f t e r  P a t  found  he  had an  eye w h ich  s t u b b o r n l y  r e f u s e d  t o  work 
and  t h e  f a r m e r  lo o k e d  a b o u t  f o r  an  e a r  he  supposed  had been  
knocked  o f f .  No a r r e s t s  w e re  made.
S t o r i e s  su c h  a s  t h i s  may have  been  q u i t e  humerous ,  b u t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  
a d d r e s s  t h e  s e r i o u s  a s p e c t  of  why t h e  I r i s h  community seemed t o  have  s u c h  
a p r o p e n s i t y  c o n c e r n i n g  a l c o h o l .  One l o c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  t h a t  a l c o h o l  
h e l p e d  t h e  I r i s h  t o  e s c a p e  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  of  l i f e  a ro u n d  t h e m . ^  L i m i t e d  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  Mt. M o r r i s  a r e a  may have  c r e a t e d  a  s e n s e  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  
f o r  t h o s e  who f e l t  t r a p p e d  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  i n  which  t h e y  c o u l d  f i n d  no 
hope  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  W h i le  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c a u s e  o f  a l c o h o l i s m  
ca n  o n l y  b e  o f f e r e d  a s  a  t h e o r y ,  l o c a l  r e c o r d s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  p e r s i s t e n c e  
c a n  g i v e  more  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  of  t h e  community.
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Cy t r a c i n g  34 f a m i l i e s  on page  e i g h t ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n s u s ,  t h e i r  
l e n g t h  o f  r e s i d e n c e  in  t h e  community c an  be e s t i m a t e d .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e s e  
34 f a m i l i e s  r e m a in e d  i n  t h e  t o w n s h i p s  f o r  long  p e r i o d s .  The c e n s u s  from 
1850 and 1900 show t h a t  16 f a m i l i e s  r eam in ed  f o r  more t h a n  20 y e a r s ,
16 f a m i l i e s  f o r  more t h a n  t e n  y e a r s ,  and o n l y  two were  found  i n  one  
c e n s u s  p e r i o d .
W h i le  t h e s e  c e n s u s  s t a t i s t i c s  i n d i c a t e  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  C a t h o l i c  
community,  t h e  b a p t i s m a l  r e c o r d s  from S t .  M a r y ’s Church p o i n t  t o  a  d i f f e r e n t  
c o n c l u s i o n .  A number of  b a p t i s m s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  Church  lo g  w ere  p e r fo rm e d  
f o r  f a m i l i e s  who c a n n o t  be  found  i n  t h e  c e n s u s .  P a r t  o f  t h i s  d i s c r e p a n c y  
may be  e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  r e c o r d  k e e p in g  sy s tem  u s e d  i n  t h e  p a r i s h .  S e v e r a l  
o f  t h e  y e a r s  f o r  w h ich  b a p t i s m s  were  r e c o r d e d  showed no d i s t i n c t i o n  
be tw een  b a p t i s m s  a t  S t .  Mary’ s and t h o s e  p e r fo rm e d  a t  m i s s i o n a r y  c h u r c h e s  
o f  t h e  p a r i s h .  These  p e o p l e ,  t h e n ,  may have  been  r e s i d e n t s  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  
c o u n t y  s i n c e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  a s  l a n d o w n e rs  i n  t h e  t o w n s h ip s  o f  G enesee ,  
M t . M o r r i s ,  T h e t f o r d ,  V ie n n a ,  o r  F l i n t . ^
The l a r g e  number (66) o f  f a m i l y  h e a d s  who c o u l d  n o t  be  l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  c e n s u s  i n d i c a t e d ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h e  r e g i o n  and t h e  c h u r c h  may have  
s e r v e d  a s  a  t e m p o r a r y  s t o p o v e r  f o r  a number o f  p e o p l e .  T hese  i n d i v i d u a l s  
may hav e  found  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  Mt. M o r r i s  t o  be a jum ping  o f f  p o i n t  t o  
o t h e r  a r e a s .  By t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  t h e  r a i l r o a d  p r o v i d e d  a c c e s s  t o  a l m o s t  any 
r e g i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  O the r  a r e a s  o f f e r e d  more o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l a t e r  
s e t t l e r s  t h a n  t h e  a l r e a d y  c o n g e s t e d  to w n s h ip s  o f  Genesee  and M t . M o r r i s .  
A n o th e r  r e a s o n  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  M t . M o r r i s  a r e a  was o n l y  a tempory  
p l a c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e  f o r  many f a m i l i e s  on t h e i r  way t o  somewhere e l s e ,  has  
t o  do w i t h  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  f a m i l y  names .  Many o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who
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c o u l d  n o t  be l o c a t e d  had t h e  same name a s  known o c c u p a n t s  o f  t h e  town­
s h i p s .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  f a m i l y  members i n  M t . 
M o r r i s  was a c a u s e  o f  m i g r a t i o n . ^  A b r o t h e r  o r  c o u s i n  may have  been  
e n c o u r a g e d  t o  move t o  a p l a c e  w here  t h e i r  f a m i l y  c o u l d  h e l p  t o  p r o v i d e  
f o r  them u n t i l  t h e y  c o u l d  move on and e s t a b l i s h  a pe rm anen t  r e s i d e n c e  o f  
t h e i r  own. T h i s  l i m i t e d  s t a y  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  b a p t i s m a l  r e c o r d s  and 
s u b s e q u e n t  a b s e n c e  i n  t h e  c e n s u s  r e c o r d s .  Much more r e s e a r c h  t i m e  t h a n  
t h i s  s t u d y  a l l o w s  would be needed  t o  v e r i f y  t h i s  t h e o r y .
The b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h e s  found  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  h i s t o r i e s  p r o v i d e  i n s i g h t  
i n t o  what  happened t o  t h e  second  g e n e r a t i o n .  These  s k e t c h e s  w ere  w r i t t e n  
a b o u t  p ro m i n e n t  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  community,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  g roup  c a n n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  be c o n s i d e r e d  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  sample  o f  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c s .
They d o ,  how ever ,  h e l p  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  what  o c c u r r e d  t o  t h e  second  and t h i r d  
g e n e r a t i o n .
Upon r e a c h i n g  a d u l t h o o d  many c h i l d r e n  o f  p r o m i n e n t  c i t i z e n s  l e f t  t h e  
community .  For  exam ple ,  t h e  a d o p te d  d a u g h t e r  o f  Mary and Thomas R u s s e l l ,  
S u s i e ,  l e f t  t h e  f a m i l y  farm i n  Mt. M o r r i s  f o r  m a r r i e d  l i f e  i n  B u f f a l o ,
New Y ork .  Of t h e  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  o f  F r a n c i s  and B r i d g e t t e  0 TH a re ,  t h r e e
Q r\
l e f t  t h e  a r e a ,  w h i l e  t h e i r  son P e t e r  r em a ined  t o  c a r r y  on t h e  f a m i l y  f a rm .
The c h i l d r e n  o f  Henry and E l i z a b e t h  Benson show a s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  
o f  l e a v i n g  t h e  a r e a .  Two o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  d i e d  i n  i n f a n c y .  T h e i r  f o u r t h  
s o n ,  W i l l i a m ,  d i e d  a s  a p r i s o n e r  o f  war i n  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  p r i s o n  a t  B e l l e  
I s l e .  T h e i r  d a u g h t e r ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  became a s i s t e r  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  
S a c r e d  H e a r t .  T h e i r  y o u n g e s t  d a u g h t e r  m a r r i e d  and moved t o  Bay County .
Only  t h e  o l d e s t  s o n ,  J o h n ,  l i v e d  a lm o s t  a l l  h i s  l i f e  i n  Cenesee  C o u n t y . ^
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H os t  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h i s  r e m a i n i n g  s o n ,  John  R. Benson,  e s t a b l i s h e d  
t h e i r  homes o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  a r e a  when t h e y  r e a c h e d  m a t u r i t y .  Mary s e t t l e d  
i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a .  Edward Benson  became a Naval  e n g i n e e r  and s e t t l e d  i n  
t h e  W e s t ,  W i l l i a m  e s t a b l i s h e d  a farm n e a r  L in d e n ,  F l o r e n c e  became employed 
n e a r  D e t r o i t ,  J o h n  C. moved t o  F l i n t ,  and R o b e r t  l e f t  t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  
e d u c a t i o n  i n  C h ic a g o .  Only one d a u g h t e r ,  E.  L o u i s e ,  m a r r i e d  and rem a in ed  
i n  G enesee  T o w n s h i p . ^
Most o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  C h r i s t o p h e r  Hughes ,  t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r  o f  
S t .  M ary’ s p r o p e r t y ,  p u r s u e d  i n t e r e s t s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  a r e a .  A l th o u g h  
s o n s  M i c h a e l  and John  l i v e d  o u t  t h e i r  f i n a l  d ay s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  Matthew, 
Thomas, M ary , and W i l l i a m  moved.  Matthew became i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  lu m b e r in g  
b u s i n e s s  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  Thomas e v e n t u a l l y  d i e d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  Mary moved
S3w i t h  h e r  husband  t o  N o r t h  Dakota  and W i l l i a m  became a f a rm e r  i n  Corunna .
An i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  Hughes f a m i l y  h i s t o r y  s e r v e s  a s  an  example  of  t h e
i r o n i e s  t h a t  c o u l d  b e f a l l  a  s e p a r a t e d  f a m i l y .  J ohn  e n l i s t e d  i n  Company C
o f  t h e  T w e n t y - t h i r d  M ich ig an  I n f a n t r y  d u r i n g  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War.
He was i n v o l v e d  i n  a number o f  e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  C o n f e d e r a t e  f o r c e s .  Dur ing
one  b a t t l e  h i s  company f a c e d  a M i s s i s s i p p i  b a t t e r y  w hich  i n c l u d e d  h i s  
84b r o t h e r  Matthew.
J o h n  Hughes i s  a l s o  an  example  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  who l e f t  t h e  M t .
M o r r i s  a r e a ,  o n l y  t o  r e t u r n  y e a r s  l a t e r .  Hughes had d e p a r t e d  f o r  a b o u t  
30 y e a r s  b e f o r e  he  d e c i d e d  t o  a g a i n  t a k e  up r e s i d e n c e  h e r e .  O t h e r s ,  l i k e  
Jo h n  B e r n a r d  R u s s e l l ,  would a l s o  l e a v e  t o  t r y  o t h e r  v e n t u r e s ,  o n ly  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  a r e a  f a r m i n g  l i f e . ^ ^  Matthew Hughes would be  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  
f a t h e r ’ s fa rm  u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  Matthew d i e d  n e a r  M c C a r l e y ' s  
L a n d in g  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i  on December 17,  1 8 6 8 .^ ^  H is  f a t h e r ,  C h r i s t o p h e r ,  
had  h i s  r e m a i n s  s h ip p e d  home so t h a t  he  c o u l d  be  l a i d  t o  r e s t  i n  t h e  
c e m e t e r y  g round w hich  t h e  e l d e r  Hughes had d o n a t e d  j u s t  a few y e a r s  b e f o r e .
36
By t h e  b e g i n i n g  o f  t h e  3 0 th  c e n t u r y ,  many o t h e r s  had f o l l o w e d  Matthew 
and C h r i s t o p h e r  Hughes to  t h e i r  f i n a l  r e s t i n g  p l a c e  beh ind  t h e  c h u r c h .
A f t e r  o v e r  30 y e a r s  of  u s e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  wood-f rame c h u r c h ,  t h a t  
had s e r v e d  t h e  o l d  I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  community,  was t o o  s m a l l  f o r  t h e  grow ing  
g ro u p  o f  p a r i s h i o n e r s .  I n  1903, t h e  p a s t o r  o f  S t .  MaryTs ,  F a t h e r  Luby, 
began  t h e  i n i t i a l  work toward  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a new c h u r c h .  The 
c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  t h e  new b u i l d i n g  was l a i d  on O c tobe r  6, 1903,  i n  a  d e d i c a t i o n  
ce re m ony .  Over one t h o u s a n d  p e o p l e  g a t h e r e d  w i t h  11 p r i e s t s  t o  w i t n e s s  
B ishop  F o le y  o f  D e t r o i t  c o n d u c t  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s .  The com p le te d  
c h u r c h ,  w h ich  f o l l o w e d  t h e  E n g l i s h  G o th ic  s t y l e  o f  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e  p e r i o d ,  
was c o m p le te d  a t  t h e  c o s t  of  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0 .^ 7  x t  s t a n d s  t o d a y  a s  a  " p o w e r fu l  
v i s u a l  i d e n t i t y "  i n  t h e  Mt. M o r r i s  a r e a  a s  i t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s e r v e  t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  n e e d s  o f  i t s  modern c o n g r e g a t i o n . 38,
Today ,  p a r i s h i o n e r s  w i t h  f a m i l y  names su ch  a s  R o e s n e r ,  H a rc z ,  Mankowski,  
P e t r o s k e y ,  D e k o s k i ,  and S u s h y n s k i  w a lk  down t h e  c a r p e t e d  i s l e s  and s i t  
i n  modern  pews.  O c c a s i o n a l l y  one of  them may l o o k  a t  t h e  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  
windows t h a t  l i n e  t h e  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g .  I f  t h e y  do ,  t h e y  may s e e  m e m o r ia l s  
e t c h e d  i n  g l a s s .  H e re  t h e  names Hughes,  D a ly ,  McKenna, Benson ,  Hogan,  
D e la n e y ,  C a s h i n ,  O 'H a r e ,  M cGinnis ,  and Ryan rem a in  a s  a  r e m i n d e r  o f  an  
I r i s h - C a t h o l i c  community o f  a  c e n t u r y  ag o .
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